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Turhan Turgut

Osmanli Posta Tarihi Arastirma Dernegdi - turhandot@yahoo.co.uk

1840 Posta Reformu ve Sivil Postanin Kurulusu

1840 posta reformu, Osmanl Devleti'nde modern haberlesme cadinin gercek baslangicini teskil eder.
Oncesinde devlet yizylllar boyunca esas itibaryla resmi yazismalar ile askeri sevkiyata hizmet eden
menzilhdne menzil sistemi Uzerine dayanmisti. Tanzimat Fermani ile baslayan yillarda, blytk ve cok
kaltarld Osmanli Devleti, ¢caddaslik, diplomasi ve teknolojinin dedisen dinamikleri arasinda kendini
yeniden tanimlamaya baslamisti ve sosyal hayata getirilen cok dnemli bir yenilik sivil halk igin duzenli ve
glvenilir posta hizmetinin sunulmasiydi. Posta hizmeti devlet ve yeniligin kesistigi noktada, genellikle
g6z ardi edilen ancak imparatorlugun ritmi igin hayati dneme sahip bir islevdi. Bu hizmetin ayrintilarini
kapsayan ik yasal metin 16 Kasim 1840 (21 Ramazan 1256) tarihli I. Posta Nizamnamesidir. Yeniden
duzenlenen posta hizmeti Osmanl Devleti icin bir iletisim olusumundan daha fazlasiydi; cagdaslasma
ve yenilenmenin aynasiydi. Bu reform, glici merkezilestirmeyi, yasalar standartlastirmayi ve imparatorluk
merkezi ile uzak eyaletler arasindaki iletisimi yeniden canlandirmayi hedefliyordu. Postanin takip ettidi
guzergahlar, gérunuste siradan olsa da, aslinda imparatorluk yéonetiminin nabzinin attig kilcal damarlardi.
Bu degisimin canli baglaminda, posta hizmeti devlet gict ve butinliginin hayati bir unsuru olarak
ortaya cikti; ticaret ve 6zel yazismalar igin de yeni kapilar acgti. Tuccarlar, diplomatlar ve siradan
vatandaslar posta hizmetinden daha énce hi¢ olmadigi kadar faydalanmaya basladilar. Posta Nezareti
baslangicta Ticaret Nezaretine baglanmisti ve parasal kontrol Maliye Nezareti tarafindan dstlenilmisti.
Posta Nezareti'nin yoneticileri Avrupa'daki uygulamalardan esinlenerek, yeni glizergdh ydnetimi, maliyet
hesaplama ve hizmet organizasyonu yontemlerini benimsediler. Bu ydntemler imparatorlugun genis
cografyasina goére yerellestirildi ve uyarlandi. Sonuc¢ olarak, 1840 reformu Osmanl haberlesmesini
parcall menzil yapisindan ¢ikararak merkezi, birokratik ve giderek kamusal nitelik kazanan bir kurumsal
cerceveye donustirdl. Bu yeni yapl, posta hizmetinin idari bUtinltigunt ve toplumsal dolagimini Turkiye
Cumhuriyeti'nin kurulusundan sonra bile strdirdlebilir bicimde destekleyen temel bir altyapr islevi gérdu.
Bu teblig, sivil posta teskilatinin temel kurulusunu, dénem postanelerinin &zelliklerini, posta glzergahlarinin
ve tarifelerinin yapisini incelemektedir. Ayni zamanda, uygulama  metinlerinin isiginda, postanin  sadece
mektuplar degil, devlet otoritesini de tasidigi o gegis déneminin dzelliklerini agiklamak amacindadir.

The 1840 Postal Reform and the Establishment of the Civil Postal Service

The Postal Reform of 1840 marked the true beginning of the modern era of communications in the Ottoman
Empire. Prior to this reform, the state had for centuries relied primarily on the menzilhéne or menzil system,
which served official correspondence and military transportation. In the years following the proclamation of
the Tanzimat Edict, the vast and multicultural Ottoman Empire began to redefine itself amid the changing
dynamics of modernity, diplomacy, and technology. One of the most significant innovations introduced
into social life during this period was the provision of a regular and reliable postal service for the civilian
population.

Situated at the intersection of state administration and modernization, the postal service performed a
function that has often been overlooked, yet was vital to the rhythm of imperial life. The first legal text
to regulate the details of this service was the First Postal Regulation (I. Posta Nizamnamesi), dated 16
November 1840 (21 Ramadan 1256). The reorganized postal service represented more than the creation
of a new communications system for the Ottoman Empire; it also served as a reflection of modernization
and institutional renewal. The reform aimed to centralize authority, standardize administrative practices,
and revitalize communication between the imperial center and the distant provinces. Although the postal
routes may appear mundane at first glance, they effectively functioned as the capillaries through which the
pulse of imperial administration circulated.

Within this dynamic context of transformation, the postal service emerged as a vital instrument of state
authority and imperial cohesion, while simultaneously opening new avenues for commerce and private
correspondence. Merchants, diplomats, and ordinary citizens began to make use of postal services on



an unprecedented scale. The Postal Administration (Posta Nezareti) was initially placed under the Ministry
of Trade (Ticaret Nezareti), while financial supervision was entrusted to the Ministry of Finance (Maliye
Nezareti). Drawing inspiration from European practices, the administrators of the Postal Administration
adopted new methods of route management, cost calculation, and service organization. These methods

were subsequently localized and adapted to the vast geographical conditions of the empire.

As a result, the 1840 reform transformed Ottoman communications from a fragmented menzil system into a
centralized, bureaucratic, and increasingly public institutional framework. This new structure provided the
fundamental infrastructure that sustained the administrative coherence and social circulation of the postal
service even after the establishment of the Republic of Turkiye.

This paper examines the institutional foundations of the civilian postal organization, the characteristics
of contemporary post offices, and the structure of postal routes and tariffs. At the same time, through
an analysis of the relevant implementing regulations and administrative texts, it seeks to elucidate the
distinctive features of a transitional period in which the postal system carried not only letters, but also the
authority of the state.



Prof.Dr. Zekeriya Kurgsun

Fatih Sultan Mehmet Vakif Universitesi — zkursun@fsm.edu.tr

Osmanli’da Resmi Evraklarin Nakli Sirasinda Kullanilan Muhafaza Araglari: Zoruniu
Zarf Kullanimi ve “Beddh” Gekilmesi

Bugiine kadar Osmanli Diplomatikasi Uzerine pek ¢ok ¢alismalar yapilmistir. Osmanli Devleti'nin yazisma
usulleri, cesitleri ve sekil 6zellikleri buyUk élctide tanimlanmistir. Dinyanin en genis yazisma adina sahip olan
Osmanli Devleti'nin merkezden tasraya ve tasradan merkeze ulastirilmasi, yani posta islemleri hakkinda da
énemli arastirmalar yapilmistir. Ancak belgelerin tasinma sirasinda neyin igine konularak génderildigi Gzerine
cok sinirli bilgiler ortaya konmustur. Oysa Osmanli arsivlerinde bu konuda dodrudan olmasa da dolayli
olarak pek ¢ok malzeme bulunmaktadir. Bu teblig, Osmanli resmi evraklarinin zarflar ile gdnderilmeden 6nce
zarf yerine kullanilan malzemeleri tanittiktan sonra; resmi belgelerin tasinmasinda zarf kullaniminin zorunlu
tutulmasini ele almaktadir. Zarf kullanimi dogrudan Posta teskilatinin yenilesme dénemi ile tarinlendiginden
konunun posta tarihinin bir pargasi oldugunda kusku yoktur. Zarflar cogu kere tarih arastirmacilarinin
dikkatini gekmemis, daha ziyade koleksiyonerlerin ilgi alaninda kalmistir. Dolayisiyla onlar da dogrudan
zarf Ustlnde postayi ilgilendiren pul, mesafe, Ucret gibi konular ile ilgilenerek zarf diplomatigi yapmislardir.
Ancak bunlardan bagimsiz olarak postaya verilen zarflarin tzerinde bulunan ve “beddh” diye isimlendirilen
husus sadece “beddhlu zarf” olarak tanimlanmistir. Bu teblidin bir diger amaci da “posta tilsimi” olarak
bilinen bedth hakkinda bilgi verdikten sonra bu tilsimin resmi evrak zarflarina nasil ve ne zaman girdigini
sorgulamayi amagclamaktadir.

Means of Protecting Official Documents in Transit in the Ottoman Empire: Mandatory
Use of Envelopes and the Inscription of “Bedih"”

Numerous studies have been conducted to date on Ottoman diplomatics, largely defining the
correspondence procedures, types, and formal characteristics of the Ottoman State. Significant research
has also been carried out regarding the postal operations -the transmission of correspondence from
the center to the provinces and vice versa-of the Ottoman State, which possessed the world’'s most
extensive correspondence network. However, information regarding the containers used to transport these
documents remains limited. Yet, Ottoman archives contain a wealth of material -albeit often indirect- on
this subject. This paper first introduces the materials used in place of envelopes before the adoption of
standard envelopes for official Ottoman documents, and subsequently examines the transition to the
mandatory use of envelopes for transporting official records. Since the use of envelopes is directly linked to
the modernization of the postal service, the topic is undoubtedly a component of postal history. Envelopes
have frequently escaped the notice of historical researchers, remaining instead within the purview of
collectors. Consequently, these collectors have focused on aspects directly related to the mail -such as
stamps, distances, and fees- effectively engaging in the study of envelope diplomatics. However, a distinct
feature found on mailed envelopes -known as “beddh”- has generally been categorized merely as the
"bedlh-inscribed envelope.” This paper also aims to provide information on "beddh” -often referred to as a
“postal talisman”- and to investigate how and when this talisman came to appear on envelopes containing
official documents.



Dr. Oguz Alpoglu

Bagimsiz Arastirmaci - alpogluoguz@gmail.com

Diplomatik Mahremiyet ve iletisim Egemenligi: Mustafa Resid Paga’nin Hariciye
Vizyonuyla Posta Nezareti’nin Kurulusu

XIX. yUzyilin ilk yarisinda Osmanli diplomasinin modernlesmesi, beraberinde yodun ve ¢ok boyutlu bir evrak
Uretimini getirmistir. Mustafa Resid Pasa’nin vizyonuyla yeniden yapilandirilan Hariciye Nezareti, sefaretler
ile strekli ve duzenli bir iletisim adi kurma zorunluluguyla karsi karsiya kalmistir. Ancak bu dénemde Osmanli
topraklarinda faaliyet gdsteren kapittlasyon sahibiyabanci postanelerin varlidive geleneksel Tatar sisteminin
yetersizligi, devletin haberlesme guvenligini ve diplomatik mahremiyetini ciddi sekilde tehdit etmeye
baslamistir. Bu bildiri, 1840ta Posta Nezareti'nin kurulusunu salt bir ig idari reform olarak dedil ayni zamanda
Hariciye Nezareti'nin dig politikadaki iletisim egemenligini saglama ve yabanci postanelerle rekabet etme
stratejisinin bir pargasi olarak ele almaktadir. Calismanin amaci, Tanzimat dénemi modern diplomasisinin
gerektirdigi hiz, gtivenlik ve mahremiyet ihtiyacinin, Osmanli posta teskilatinin kurumsal temellerinin atilmasi
esnasinda nasil karsilanmaya calisildigine ortaya koymaktir. Osmanli Devleti’'nin bu baglamda kendi posta
agini kurmasi, istinbaratla ilgili bilgilerin sizmasini énleme ve haberlesme tekelini yeniden ele alma yéninde
atiimig stratejik bir dis politika hamlesidir. Bagkanlik Osmanli Arsivi'ndeki (BOA) Hariciye ve erken dénem
Posta Nezareti fonlar isiginda hazirlanacak bu ¢alisma, Posta Teskilati'nin kurulug dinamiklerini egemenlik
refleksleri ve diplomatik glvenlik perspektifinden yeniden dederlendirmeyi hedeflemektedir.

Diplomatic Confidentiality and Sovereignty over Communications: The
Establishment of the Ministry of Posts through Mustafa Resid Pasha’s Vision for
Foreign Affairs

The modernization of Ottoman diplomacy in the first half of the nineteenth century brought with it an
increasingly intensive and multidimensional production of official documentation. Reorganized under the
vision of Mustafa Resid Pasha, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Hariciye Nezareti) faced the growing necessity
of establishing a continuous and regular communication network with Ottoman embassies abroad. At
the same time, however, the presence of foreign post offices operating within Ottoman territories under
the privileges granted by the capitulations, together with the inadequacies of the traditional Tatar
courier system, increasingly posed serious challenges to the security of state communications and the
confidentiality of diplomatic correspondence.

This paper approaches the establishment of the Ministry of Posts (Posta Nezareti) in 1840 not merely as an
internal administrative reform, but also as part of a broader strategy pursued by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to secure sovereign control over diplomatic communications and to compete with foreign postal
networks. Its primary objective is to examine how the demands for speed, security, and confidentiality
generated by the modernization of Ottoman diplomacy during the Tanzimat period were addressed during
the institutional formation of the Ottoman postal organization.

Within this framework, the establishment of an independent Ottoman postal network constituted a
strategic foreign-policy initiative aimed at preventing the leakage of sensitive and intelligence-related
information and reasserting state control over communications. Drawing on the Foreign Ministry collections
and early records of the Ministry of Posts preserved in the Ottoman Archives (Baskanlik Osmanli Arsivi, BOA),
this study seeks to reassess the dynamics underlying the establishment of the Ottoman postal organization
from the perspectives of sovereignty, diplomatic security, and the state's efforts to assert control over
communications.



Dr. ibrahim Akkurt

istanbul Medipol Universitesi - akkurtibrahim25@gmail.com

ithal Taslaktan Yerel Uyarlamaya: 1840 Posta Nizamnamesi’nin Olugum Siirecinde
Avrupa Modelinden Harig Tutulan Hiikiimler ve Ticaret Nezareti’'nin Rolu

Osmanli Devleti'nde resmi haberlesme ylzyillar boyunca padisah, vezirler ve Ust dlzey burokratlara hizmet
eden ulak sinifina mensup tatarlann gérev yaptigr menzil adiyla sadlanmis; sivil halkin ve tuccarlarn
haberlesmesi ise kervancilar, gemiciler ya da Ucretli &zel uloklar vasitasiyla gayr-i resmi yollardan
yUratulmustar. Tanzimat'in reformist ikliminde, bu parcall ve geleneksel yapi yerini merkezi bir teskilata
birakmis; boylece haberlesme hizmetleri, tek bir merkezden ydnetilen, standart kurallara tabi modern ve sivil
bir kamu hizmeti htviyetine kavusmustur. S6z konusu kurumsal yapilanma iradesi, beraberinde haberlesme
sUreclerinin yasal zeminini olusturup isleyisi disipline edecek kapsamli bir nizamname kaleme alinmasini
da zorunlu kilmis ve bu ihtiyag dogrultusunda da yabanci dilden tercime edilmek suretiyle 55 maddelik
bir taslak metin hazirlanmistir. Fakat bu tasari, devletin mevcut ekonomik imkanlar ve tasra altyapisi ile
butundyle értismemesi nedeniyle dogrudan kabul gdrmeyip, dénemin Ticaret Nezareti'nde olusturulan
komisyon tarafindan, Osmanli idari ve mali gercekliklerine uygun 44 maddeden meydana gelen islevsel
bir nizamndmeye dénustUrtlmastur. Zikrolunan yodun burokratik mesainin sahada filliyata dékilmesiyle
birlikte de 23 Ekim 1840 tarihinde, “Postahd@ne-i Amire Nezareti" kurulmus ve Emindni’'ndeki eski Cizyehdne
binasinda hizmete acilmistir. Bu tebligde; modern posta teskilatinin kurulusuna giden strecin nUvesini
olusturan ilk taslaktan nihai nizamnameye uzanan yapisal dénisim slreci irdelenecek ve ¢alismanin asil
odak noktasini teskil eden posta yonetmeliginin muhtevasini sekillendiren; gdnderi tarifeleri, mektuplarin
tasnifi, haberlesme mahremiyeti ve glvenligi gibi konulara dair belirlenen esaslar gerek bahsi gegen orijinal
belge Uzerinden gerekse de ilgili diger arsiv vesikalari isiginda tum tafsilatiyla tetkik edilecektir.

From Imported Draft to Local Adaptation: Provisions Excluded from the European
Model during the Formulation of the 1840 Postal Regulation and the Role of the
Ministry of Trade

For centuries, official communication in the Ottoman Empire was maintained through the menzil network,
in which Tatars belonging to the imperial courier corps served the sultan, viziers, and high-ranking
bureaucrats. The correspondence of civilians and merchants, by contrast, was conducted through informal
channels by means of caravan drivers, sailors, or privately hired couriers. Within the reformist climate of the
Tanzimat, this fragmented and traditional structure gradually gave way to a centralized organization, and
communication services thus acquired the character of a modern and civilian public service administered
from a single center and governed by standardized regulations.

This determination to establish a new institutional framework also necessitated the preparation of a
comprehensive regulation that would provide a legal basis for communication procedures and discipline
their operation. In response to this need, a draft consisting of fifty-five articles was prepared through
translation from a foreign-language source. However, because this draft did not fully correspond to the
state’s existing economic resources and provincial infrastructure, it was not adopted in its original form.
Instead, a commission established within the Ministry of Trade (Ticaret Nezareti) revised it into a functional
regulation consisting of forty-four articles, adapted to the administrative and financial realities of the
Ottoman Empire.

With the implementation of this intensive bureaucratic effort, the Postahdne-i Amire Nezareti was
established on 23 October 1840 and began operating in the former Cizyehdne building in Emindnd. This
paper examines the structural transformation extending from the initial draft, which constituted the nucleus
of the process leading to the establishment of the modern postal organization, to the final regulation. Its
principal focus is the content of the postal regulation itself, particularly the provisions concerning postal
tariffs, the classification of letters, the confidentiality of correspondence, and communication security.
These principles will be examined in detail on the basis of the original document in question, together with
other relevant archival records.



Makbule Akyol Kitapci
PTT - makbule.akyol@ptt.gov.tr

Posta Hizmetleri Glizergdh Haritalari: Osmanli’dan Cumhuriyet’e Uzanan
Haberlesme Aginin Belgelenmesi

Osmanli Devleti'nde modern posta teskilatinin temelleri, 1840 yilinda yUrurlige giren Posta Nizamnamesi ile
atilmig ve bu yapi, Cumhuriyet doneminde de geliserek Ulkenin haberlesme altyapisinin temel unsurlarindan
biri olmustur. Posta hizmetlerinin yurttilmesinde kullanilan gtizergéh haritalari, yalnizca ulasim ve iletisim
aglarini géstermeleri bakimindan dedil, ayni zamanda dénemin idari, ekonomik ve sosyal yapisina iligkin
onemli bilgiler sunmalari agisindan da tarihi kaynak niteligi tasimaktadir. Bu calismanin amaci, PTT Muzesi
envanterinde bulunan ve dnemli bir kismi restorasyon gerektiren posta giizergdh haritalarinin tespit edilmesi,
korunmasi, dijital ortama aktarilmasi ve arastirmacilarin kullanimina sunulmasi sdrecini dederlendirmektir.

Calisma kapsaminda mize depolarinda muhafaza edilen harita, plan, kroki ve grafikler incelenmis;
bunlarin blydk bdluminin posta guzergdh haritalarindan olustugu, bunun yaninda askeri haritalar,
telgraf sebekesi haritalarn ve erken dénem telefon hizmetlerine iliskin belgeleri de igerdigi belirlenmistir.
Ozellikle 20. yuzyllin baslarina tarihlenen haritalar, kara, deniz ve demiryolu posta hatlarinin yani
sira dénemin en hizli iletisim sistemi olarak kabul edilen telgraf aginin cografi dagilimini gdstermesi
bakimindan dikkat gekmektedir. Ayrica Birinci Dinya Savasi yillarina ait haritalar, Balkanlar ile Orta Dogu
arasindaki haberlegsme ve lojistik badlantilarin anlasiimasina katki saglayacak énemli veriler sunmaktadir.
Uzun yillar uygun olmayan depolama kosullarinda muhafaza edilen belgelerde meydana gelen fiziksel
bozulmalar nedeniyle gerekli izinler alinarak restorasyon cgalismalari gergeklestirilmistir. Bu suregte T.C.
Cumhurbaskanligr Devlet Arsivleri Baskanlidi Osmanli Arsivi uzmanlarinin katkilariyla birlikte haritalarin
koruma ve onarim islemleri tamamlanmistir. Ardindan dijital ortamda ylksek ¢ozUnurluklt gérselleri kalic
olarak kayit altina alinmalar saglanmistir.

Elde edilen bulgular, posta guzergdh haritalarinin yalnizca haberlesme tarihinin degil, ayni zamanda Osmanli
Devleti'nin idari yapillanmasi, ulasim altyapisi ve boélgesel organizasyonunun incelenmesinde de énemli bir
kaynak oldugunu gdstermektedir. Restorasyon ve dijitallestirme ¢aligmalari sonucunda hazirlanan harita
katalodu, kurumsal hafizanin korunmasina katki saglamanin yani sira posta tarihi, iletisim tarihi ve Osmanli
arastirmalar alanlarinda yapilacak bilimsel ¢alismalara yeni veri kaynaklarn sunmaktadir. Bu ydnlyle
calisma, kdltarel mirasin korunmasi ile bilimsel bilginin gelistiriimesini bir araya getiren érnek bir uygulama
olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

Sizlere bu calismalarin PTT Muzesi depolarindan gikarilarak korunma ve yayina hazirlanmasi asamalarini
sunacagim hususunu arz ederim.

Postal Service Route Maps: Documenting the Communication Network from the
Ottoman Empire to the Republic

The foundations of the modern postal organization in the Ottoman Empire were laid with the Postal
Regulation enacted in 1840, and this institutional structure continued to develop during the Republican
period, becoming one of the fundamental components of the country's communications infrastructure.
Route maps used in the operation of postal services constitute valuable historical sources not only because
they illustrate transportation and communication networks, but also because they provide significant
information on the administrative, economic, and social structure of their respective periods. The aim of this
study is to evaluate the process of identifying, preserving, digitizing, and making available to researchers
the postal route maps held in the inventory of the PTT Museum, a considerable number of which require
restoration.

Within the scope of the study, maps, plans, sketches, and charts preserved in the museum'’s storage facilities
were examined. It was determined that the majority consist of postal route majps, while the collection also
includes military maps, telegraph network maps, and documents relating to early telephone services. Maps
dating particularly from the early twentieth century are noteworthy for illustrating not only land, sea, and



railway postal routes, but also the geographical distribution of the telegraph network, which was regarded
as the fastest communication system of the period. In addition, maps from the years of the First World War
provide important data for understanding communication and logistical connections between the Balkans
and the Middle East.

Due to the physical deterioration sustained by documents that had been kept for many years under
unsuitable storage conditions, restoration work was undertaken after the necessary permissions had been
obtained. During this process, the conservation and restoration of the maps were completed with the
contributions of specialists from the Ottoman Archives of the Directorate of State Archives of the Presidency
of the Republic of Turkiye. Subsequently, high-resolution digital images of the materials were produced and
permanently preserved in digital form.

The findings demonstrate that postal route maps constitute an important source not only for the history
of communications, but also for the study of the administrative organization, transportation infrastructure,
and regional structure of the Ottoman Empire. The map catalogue prepared as a result of the restoration
and digitization project contributes to the preservation of institutional memory while also providing new
sources of data for scholarly research in the fields of postal history, communications history, and Ottoman
studies. In this respect, the project may be regarded as an exemplary practice that brings together the
preservation of cultural heritage and the advancement of scholarly knowledge.

In this presentation, | will introduce the stages through which these materials were retrieved from the storage
facilities of the PTT Museum, preserved, restored, digitized, and prepared for publication.
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Osmanli’dan Modern Tiirkiye'ye Kamu Gérevlileri Orgiitienmesinin Sosyolojik ve
Kurumsal Kdkleri: PTT Teaviin Sandiklari

Modern devlet yapisinin insasinda kamu goérevlileri, kurumsal yapinin hem yaratict hem de tasiyic
unsurlaridir. Osmanli imparatorlugu’nun modernlesme strecinde Posta ve Telgraf Nezareti, sadece kiresel
bir haberlesme adi degil, ayni zamanda kamu calisanlar arasinda gucli bir dayanisma kulttrindn filizlendidi
kurumsal bir odak noktasi olmustur.

Bu calismanin temel amaci, Osmanli posta memurlarinin kurdugu teavin sandiklarini, Ferdinand Ténnies'in
"Cemaat ve Cemiyet” (Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft) nazariyesi, Turan Yazgan'in sosyal givenlik kurami
gibi doktrinler 1si§inda analiz etmektir.

Posta memurlar arasindaki 6rgttlenme, Ténnies'in ifade ettigi “organik badlilik” (cemaat) ruhunun,
modern ve burokratik bir yapi olan “cemiyet” igerisinde nasil muhafaza edildiginin &zgin bir érnedini sunar.
Mesleki risklerin yUksekligi ve kurumsal aidiyet duygusu, memurlari geleneksel hayirseverligin 6tesine
gegerek; hastalik, vefat ve emeklilik gibi sosyal risklere karsi kendi inisiyatifleriyle yardimlasma sandiklari
kurmaya itmisti. Bu yapilar, Turan Yazgan'in terminolojisiyle  modern sosyal guvenligin  “munzam
(tamamlayici) tedbirlerinin”  Turkiye tarihindeki en erken ve kurumsal &rneklerini olusturmaktadir.
Literatirde posta memurlarinin, 1906da Ingiltere’de Sidney Buxton dénemindeki gelismelerde veya
1880'li yillarda ABD'deki ilk érgltlenme hareketlerinde oldugu gibi, dinya genelinde de kamu goérevlileri
sendikaciliginin édncileri oldugu kabul edilmektedir.

Her ne kadar Turkiye'deki sendikal tarih sureg igerisinde yasal ve kronolojik kesintilere ugramis olsa
da, Posta ve Telgraf Nezareti bunyesindeki bu sandiklar, fiili bir tekémdl silsilesinden ziyade, modern
oérgutlenme bilincine zemin hazirlayan gok guglt bir tarihsel arka plan ve kurumsal miras teskil etmistir.
Mukbil Ozyérik ve Sabri Fehmi Ulgener gibi isimlerin birokrasi ve memur zihniyeti Gzerine vurguladig
"kurumsal kdlttr” ve "hak arama bilinci”, posta teskilatindaki bu sandiklar eliyle somutlasmistir. Calismada;
"Posta ve Telgraf Memurini Teavin Sandigi Nizamnameleri” ve “Nezaret Salnameleri” gibi birincil kaynaklar
Isiginda, bu sandiklarin Turkiye'deki kamu gérevlisi dayanisma gelenedinin kurumsal kdkenindeki rolt sosyall
politika perspektifiyle tartisilacaktir.

The Sociological and Institutional Roots of Public Employee Organization from the
Ottoman Empire to Modern Turkiye: The PTT Mutual Aid Funds

In the construction of the modern state, public officials constitute both the executive and sustaining elements
of the institutional structure. During the modernization of the Ottoman Empire, the Ministry of Posts and
Telegraphs (Posta ve Telgraf Nezareti) functioned not only as the center of an expanding communications
network, but also as an institutional setting in which a strong culture of solidarity among public employees
began to emerge.

The principal aim of this study is to analyze the "teaviin sandiklar” established by Ottoman postal employees
in light of such theoretical frameworks as Ferdinand Tonnies's distinction between Gemeinschaft and
Gesellschaft and Turan Yazgan's theory of social security.

The organization that developed among postal employees offers a distinctive example of how the spirit of
"organic solidarity” associated with Gemeinschaft could be preserved within Gesellschaft, a modern and
bureaucratic form of social organization.

High levels of occupational risk, together with a strong sense of institutional belonging, encouraged postal
employees to move beyond traditional forms of charity and to establish mutual aid funds on their own
initiative in order to provide protection against social risks such as illness, death, and retirement. In Turan
Yazgan's terminology, these structures may be regarded as among the earliest institutional examples in
Turkish history of the “supplementary measures” (munzam tedbirler) associated with modern social security.



The literature generally recognizes postal employees as pioneers of public-sector unionism in various parts
of the world, as illustrated by developments in Britain during Sidney Buxton's tenure in 1906 and by the
earliest organizational movements in the United States in the 1880s.

Although the history of trade unionism in Turkiye was marked by legal and chronological interruptions, the
mutual aid funds operating within the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs should not be understood as part of
a continuous and uninterrupted line of institutional evolution. Rather, they constituted a powerful historical
background and institutional legacy that helped prepare the ground for the emergence of modern forms
of collective organization.

The "institutional culture” and “consciousness of claiming rights” emphasized by scholars such as Mukbil
Ozyérik and Sabri Fehmi Ulgener in their discussions of bureaucracy and the mentality of civil servants
found concrete expression in these mutual aid funds within the postal organization. Drawing on primary
sources such as the Regulations of the Mutual Aid Fund for Postal and Telegraph Employees (Posta ve
Telgraf Memurini Teavin Sandigi Nizamnameleri) and the ministry's official yearbooks (Nezaret Salnameleri),
this study discusses, from the perspective of social policy, the role of these funds in the institutional origins
of the tradition of solidarity among public employees in Turkiye.
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18. Yuizyil Sicilleri Isiginda Osmanli Menzil Tegkilati ve Kastamonu Ornegi

Osmanlimenzil teskilati; devletin merkez ile tasra arasindaki haberlesme, askeri sevkiyat ve lojistik agini tesis eden
en hayati kurumlar arasinda yer almaktadir. Bu galisma, Osmanli posta ve haberlesme sisteminin temel tasi olan
menzil teskilatinin 18. ylzyildaki yerel isleyisini, Kastamonu Seriye Sicillerine yansiyan belgeler isi§inda incelemeyi
amagclamaktadir. Arastirma kapsaminda kurumun mali yapisi, idari isleyisindeki iltizam usull, muhasebe
strecleri ve sistemin glvenligini tehdit eden suistimallere karsi gelistirilen merkezi stratejiler ele alinmistir.
Menzil-hanelerde devlet gorevlilerinin ulasimini sadlayan menzil beygirlerinin (bargir) tedarik ve bakimi
ylksek maliyetler dogurmaktadir. 18. yizyil Kastamonu Seriye Sicil kayitlar, bu giderlerin (katip, emin, kethida
Ucretleri dahil) bélgedeki yoksul haneler dustldikten sonra kalan haneler arasinda bélusturildigund (tevzi
edildigini) gdstermekte; finansman yikinin dogrudan yerel halkin (reaya) Uzerine yuklendigini ortaya
koymaktadir. idari boyutta ise 18. yuzyilin sonlarina dodru menzil yénetiminin, alti aylik dénemler halinde
yerel esraf veya askeri sinifa iltizam usullyle ihale edildigi gérilmektedir. Yapilan sézlesmelerde (temessuk),
menzilcileri asirn yogunluktan korumak adina belirli bir sayi Uzerindeki beygir ihtiyacinin vilayetce karsilanmasi
taahhit edilmistir. Sistemdeki burokratik hiyerarsi ve muhasebe mantidi, ulaklarin kullandidr beygir Geretlerinin
menzilcilerin elindeki akgeden mahsup edilmesi usullyle isletilmistir. Ayrica, sistemin sundudu ayricaliklardan
usulstiz yararlanmak isteyen tasra goérevlilerine ve sahislara karsgi, resmi belgesi (menzil ahkami, tezkere,
buyruldu) olmayanlara beygir veriimemesi ve ocak tatarlan digsinda tatar kisvesi/kalpadr kullaniminin
yasaklanarak, buna aykirn davrananlarin cezalandirimasi gibi radikal glvenlik tedbirleri uygulanmistir.
Kastamonu Seriye Sicillerindeki veriler; Osmanli haberlesme ve posta altyapisinin strdirilebilirlidi adina devletin,
mali ytkd adil dagitmaya calisirken yerel aktérlerin taahhitlerinden yararlandigini, bilgi, ulasim ve haberlesme
guvenligini korumak igin siki bir merkezi denetim ve kimlik kontrol mekanizmasi yurattdgunu kanitlamaktadir.

The Ottoman Menzil Organization in the Light of Eighteenth-Century Court Registers:
The Case of Kastamonu

The Ottoman menzil organization was one of the most vital institutions through which the state maintained
communications, military transportation, and logistical connections between the imperial center and the
provinces. This study aims to examine the local operation of the menzil organization, which constituted a
cornerstone of the Ottoman postal and communications system, during the eighteenth century through
documents reflected in the Kastamonu Sharia Court Registers (Ser‘iyye Sicilleri). The study addresses the
institution's financial structure, the use of the iltizam system in its administration, its accounting procedures,
and the central strategies developed to counter abuses that threatened the security of the system.

The procurement and maintenance of menzil horses (bargir), which were used to provide transportation
for state officials at menzil-hanes, generated considerable expenses. Eighteenth-century records from the
Kastamonu Sharia Court Registers indicate that these costs —including the wages of scribes, emins, and
kethidas— were apportioned (tevzi) among the remaining households after impoverished households had
been excluded, thereby placing the financial burden directly upon the local population. In administrative
terms, by the late eighteenth century, the management of menzil stations appears to have been contracted
out in six-month periods to members of the local notables or the military class under the iltizam system.
The contracts (temessUik) stipulated that, in order to protect menzil operators from excessive demands, the
provincial administration would provide any number of horses required beyond a specified threshold.

The bureaucratic hierarchy and accounting logic of the system operated through the deduction of the fees
for horses used by couriers from the funds held by menzil operators. In addition, stringent security measures
were implemented against provincial officials and private individuals attempting to make unauthorized
use of the privileges afforded by the system. Horses were not to be provided to those lacking official
documentation, such as menzil ahkédmi, tezkere, or buyruldu. Likewise, the wearing of Tatar attire or the
Tatar cap by anyone other than officially recognized ocak Tatars was prohibited, and those who violated
these regulations were subject to punishment.

The evidence contained in the Kastamonu Sharia Court Registers demonstrates that, in order to ensure the
sustainability of the Ottoman communications and postal infrastructure, the state sought both to distribute
the financial burden equitably and to make use of the commitments of local actors. At the same time, it
maintained strict mechanisms of central supervision and identity control in order to safeguard the security
of information, transportation, and communications.
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izmir'de Tiirk Posta Tegkilatinin Evrimi

On altinci ve on dokuzuncu yuzyillar arasinda izmir, yaklasik 2.000 kisilik mitevazi bir yerlesimden, nufusu
200.000'i asan buyuk bir ticaret merkezine dénismustir. Deniz ticaretinin strekli artigi, izmirli ticcarlarin
yabanci limanlardaki muhataplariyla iletisim kurabilmesi igin resmi posta altyapilarinin kurulmasini gerekli
kilmistir. 1748'de Avusturya Postasi tarafindan izmir'de dizenli bir postane kurulmadan énce, tiiccarlar
yazismalarini ulastirmak icin gemi kaptanlarina glivenmek zorundaydi. Bu durum, Dodu Akdeniz'de kurumsal
iletisim aglarinin eksikligini yansitmaktadir.

Tanzimat déneminde devlet kurumlarini modernlestirmeye yénelik reformlar gergevesinde, Osmanli Devleti
1840'ta bir Posta Nezareti kurmus ve Istanbul'da halka acik ilk resmi postaneyi agmistir. Bu gelismeden
oénce, kamuya agik herhangi bir posta hizmeti mevcut dedildi; mevcut menzil sistemi yalnizca devletin
ihtiyaglarini karsilamaktaydi. Postanelerin kurulmasi, gerekli Ucretin 6denmesi kosuluyla bireylerin de bu
sistemi kullanarak yazismalarini génderebilmelerine imké&n taniyan dnemli bir déntisimi temsil etmistir.
Eylul 1842'de Babidli, imparatorlugun istanbul'dan sonra en énemli ikinci liman kenti olan izmir'de bir postane
agllmasina dair ferman yayimlamistir. Bu ¢alisma, izmir'deki Turk Posta Teskilatinin ilk yuzyillik gelisimini
incelemektedir. Calisma, Osmanli déneminden 1919 Mayis'ing, 1919-1922 Eylul arasindaki Yunan isgali
slrecine ve 1922 Eylul'Gndeki Blyuk Yangin sonrasindan erken Cumhuriyet yillarina kadar uzanan bir dénemi
kapsamaktadir.

Arastirma, postanenin faaliyet gosterdidi fiziksel mekdnlarin yani sira gesitli operasyonel boyutlar da ele
almaktadir: posta tasima ydntemleri, damga ve muhurlerin evrimi, yerel, yurt ici ve uluslararasi hizmetler
ve tarifeler, Birinci Dunya Savasi'ndaki sanstr uygulamalar ve 1923'e kadar kentte faaliyet gdsteren
yabanci posta idareleriyle rekabet. Ayrica, Cumhuriyet'in ilk yillarinda benimsenen kurumsal ve isleyise dair
donustmleri de degerlendirilmektedir.

The Evolution of the Turkish Postal Organization in izmir

Between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries, izmir developed from a modest settlement of approximately
2,000 inhabitants into a major commercial center with a population exceeding 200,000. The continuous
expansion of maritime trade made the establishment of formal postal infrastructures increasingly necessary,
enabling merchants in izmir to communicate with their counterparts in foreign ports. Before the Austrian
Post established a regular post office in izmir in 1748, merchants had to rely on ship captains to deliver their
correspondence. This situation reflected the absence of institutionalized communication networks in the
Eastern Mediterranean.

As part of the Tanzimat-era reforms aimed at modernizing state institutions, the Ottoman Empire established
the Ministry of Posts (Posta Nezareti) in 1840 and opened the first official post office accessible to the public
in Istanbul. Prior to this development, no public postal service existed, as the existing menzil system served
exclusively the needs of the state. The establishment of post offices therefore represented a significant
transformation, allowing private individuals to make use of the postal system and send correspondence
upon payment of the prescribed fees.

In September 1842, the Sublime Porte issued an imperial decree ordering the opening of a post office in
izmir, the empire's second most important port city after Istanbul. This study examines the development of
the Turkish postal organization in izmir during its first century. It covers the period from the Ottoman era to
May 1919, the Greek occupation between May 1919 and September 1922, and the years following the Great
Fire of September 1922 through the early Republican period.

The study examines not only the physical premises in which the post office operated, but also a range of
operational dimensions, including methods of mail transportation, the evolution of postal markings and
seals, local, domestic, and international services and tariffs, censorship practices during the First World
War, and competition with foreign postal administrations operating in the city until 1923. It also evaluates
the institutional and operational transformations adopted during the early years of the Republic.
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Diyarbekir Postahanesi: Kurulus, Teskilat ve Rota

Osmanli Devleti'nde modernlesme ve merkezilesme politikalar ekseninde hayata gegirilen uygulamalarindan
biri de posta teskilatinin kurulmasidir. Bu ¢alismada, Dodu Anadolu ve Yukari Mezopotamya'nin stratejik
haberlesme merkezi olan Diyarbekir Postahanesi'nin kurulus sireci, teskilat yapisi ve posta rotalarini ele
almaktadir. Cumhurbaskanlidi Osmanli Arsivi (BOA) fonlarindan elde edilen birinci elden vesikalar ve
ddéneme ait devlet ve vilayet salnédmelerinde yer alan veriler i1siginda hazirlanan galisma, geleneksel menzil
sisteminden modern posta idaresine gegisin Diyarbekir'deki yansimalarina odaklanmaktadir. istanbul-
Halep-Bagdat hattini birbirine baglayan bélgesel iletisim rotalarinda kilit bir digum noktasi islevi Gstlenen
Diyarbekir Postahanesi, yalnizca ticari ve resmi yazismalari aktaran lojistik bir Us dedil ayni zamanda Osmanli
Devleti'nin tasrada merkezi otoriteyi, asayisi ve bilgi akisini sadlama stratejisinde hayati bir Sneme sahiptir.

The Diyarbekir Post Office: Establishment, Organization, and Routes

One of the initiatives implemented within the framework of the Ottoman Empire’s policies of modernization
and centralization was the establishment of the postal organization. This study examines the foundation,
institutional structure, and postal routes of the Diyarbekir Post Office, which functioned as a strategic
communications center in Eastern Anatolia and Upper Mesopotamia. Drawing on primary-source
documents preserved in the Ottoman Archives of the Presidency of the Republic of Turkiye (BOA), together
with data contained in contemporary state and provincial yearbooks (salndmes), the study focuses on the
local manifestations in Diyarbekir of the transition from the traditional menzil system to a modern postal
administration.

Serving as a key nodal point within the regional communications routes linking Istanbul, Aleppo, and
Baghdad, the Diyarbekir Post Office was not merely a logistical center for the transmission of commercial
and official correspondence. It also occupied a vital place in the Ottoman state's broader strategy to
maintain central authority, public order, and the circulation of information in the provinces.
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Kosova Vilayeti'nde Posta Tegkilatinin Gelisimi (1877-1912)

Bu calisma, 1877-1912 yillan arasinda Kosova Vilayeti'ndeki posta teskilatinin yapisi ve isleyisini Osmanli
Arsivi'nde yer alan posta idaresine ve vilayetin resmi yazismalarina ait belgeler temelinde incelemektedir.
Arastirma; Uskip, Pristine, Prizren, Mitrovige, ipek, Gilan ve Yenipazar gibi énemli idari ve ticari merkezlerde
posta adinin gelisimine odaklanarak, posta teskilatinin kurumsal yapisini, personel tayinlerini, posta
tasimaciligini ve sistemin isleyisinde karsilasilan sorunlari analiz etmektedir. Arsiv belgeleri, posta sisteminin
Osmanli tasra idaresinin temel unsurlarindan biri oldugunu ve merkez ile tasra arasindaki idari iletisimde
dnemli bir islev Ustlendigini gostermektedir. Belgelerde posta soygunlari, dagitim gecikmeleri, haberlesme
hatlarinin tahribi, personel yetersizligi ve tasra bolgelerinde posta tasimacii@ina iliskin sorunlar dikkat
cekmektedir. Ayni zamanda bu kaynaklar, Osmanli ydnetiminin posta hizmetlerini gelistirme ve tasradaki
idari denetimi guglendirme ¢abalarini da yansitmaktadir. Calisma, Osmanl arsiv belgelerinin tarihsel-
kurumsal ve karsilastirmall analizi ydntemiyle hazirlanmis olup, posta teskilatinin Kosova Vilayeti'nde Osmanli
idari modernlegsmesindeki roltint ortaya koymayr amaglamaktadir.

The Development of the Postal Organization in the Kosovo Province (1877-1912)

This study examines the structure and operation of the postal organization in the Province of Kosovo between
1877 and 1912 on the basis of documents preserved in the Ottoman Archives, particularly records relating to
the postal administration and the province's official correspondence. Focusing on the development of the
postal network in major administrative and commercial centers such as Uskub, Pristine, Prizren, Mitrovice,
ipek, Gilan, and Yenipazar, the study analyzes the institutional structure of the postal organization, personnel
appointments, mail transportation, and the problems encountered in the functioning of the system.

The archival documents demonstrate that the postal system constituted one of the principal components of
Ottoman provincial administration and played an important role in administrative communication between
the imperial center and the provinces. The records draw particular attention to postal robberies, delays
in delivery, damage to communication lines, personnel shortages, and difficulties associated with mail
transportation in provincial areas. At the same time, these sources also reflect the Ottoman administration’s
efforts to improve postal services and strengthen administrative control in the provinces.

Employing a historical-institutional and comparative analysis of Ottoman archival documents, this study
aims to elucidate the role of the postal organization in the process of Ottoman administrative modernization
in the Province of Kosovo.
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Selanik’in Posta Tarihi

Bu sunumun konusu, Selanik'te posta hizmetlerinin, 15. ylzylldaki Osmanli fethinden baslayarak yaklasik
1920 yilina kadar gegirdigi gelisimdir. incelenen dénem, kapitilasyonlarin sona ermesi, yabanci postanelerin
kapatiimasi ve Yunan devlet egemenliginin tesis edilmesiyle son bulmaktadir.

17. yUzyilin sonlarindan, ézellikle de 18. yuzyildan itibaren Venedikli ve Cenevizli ticcarlarin ekonomik ve diger
alanlardaki hdkimiyetinin belirginlestidi bir sirecte Selanik, aynizamanda Balkan hinterlandina agilan baslica
giris limanlarindan biri haline gelmistir. 19. yuzyil ise Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun yeniden yapilandirnimasini
amagclayan Tanzimat'in reformist politikalariyla karakterize edilmektedir. Bu politikalar, imparatorlugun
toprak butinltgunt korumak ve ekonomik gelisimini saglamak amaciyla gesitli modernlesme girisimlerini
kapsamaktaydi. Tanzimat déneminde Selanik hizli bir gelisme gdstermistir. 19. ylzyillin son geyredinde
yaklasik 120.000 kisilik gok uluslu bir ntfusa sahip olan sehir ekonomik bakimdan geligsmis; ilerici nitelikteki
yénetimiyle, cézilme strecindeki Osmanli imparatorlugu’nda sosyal ve anayasal reform micadelesinin 6n
saflarinda yer almistir.

Selanik'in 19, ylzyildaki gelisimi; ulasim, ticaret, yazisma ve posta hizmetlerindeki ilerlemeler sayesinde diinya
genelinde insan iletisiminin olaganustd dlguide genisledidi bir ddneme rastlamistir. Bu durum, kapitilasyon
rejimiyle, yani Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun cesitli sehirlerinde yabanci isletmelerin ve dolayisiyla yabanci
postanelerin faaliyet géstermesine imkd&n taniyan 6zel hukuki statiyle birlestiginde, Selanik'in posta tarihini
arastirmacilar, filatelistler ve dénemin tarihgileri agisindan son derece ilgi gekici bir konu héline getirmistir.

19. ylzyilin ikinci yarisindan 1914 yilina kadar Selanik'te toplam 10 yabanci postane faaliyet gdstermis; bu
postaneler kendi Ulkelerinin mevzuatini, Ucret tarifelerini, posta pullarini ve muhdrlerini kullanmistir. Sunumda,
Selanik posta hizmetlerinin gelisimi ve isleyisi bakimindan &énem tasiyan olaylar, déntm noktalari, kararlar
ve degisiklikler bUyUk élctde kronolojik bir sira iginde ele alinacaktir. Ayrica posta hizmetlerindeki gelismeler,
donemin gergek tarihsel baglamiigerisinde; dnemli siyasi ve toplumsal olaylar, ekonomik ve ticari gelismeler
ile sosyal déntsum suregleriyle iliskilendirilerek degerlendirilecektir.

Postal History of Thessaloniki

The subject of this presentation is the evolution of the Postal Services in Thessaloniki from the years of the
Ottoman conquest, in the 15th century, until approximately 1920, with the end of the capitulations, the
closure of foreign post offices and the dominance of the Greek state.

Since the late 17th and mainly from the 18th century, a period of economic (and not only) dominance of the
Venetian and Genovese merchants, but Thessaloniki has also been the main port of entry to the Balkan
hinterland. The 19th century is characterized by the reformist policy of Tanzimat, which aimed to reorganize
the Ottoman Empire, and included various efforts to modernize the Empire in order to ensure its territorial
integrity and economic development. During the Tanzimat era, Thessaloniki experienced rapid growth.
With a multinational population of approximately 120,000 inhabitants during the last quarter of the 19th
century, the city flourished economically, and, with a progressive administration, was at the forefront of the
struggle for social and constitutional reforms of the decaying Ottoman Empire.

The development of the city during the 19th century coincided with the enormous development of human
communication worldwide, through transport, trade, correspondence and the development of postal
services. This fact, combined with the regime of capitulations —the special legal status that allowed the
operation of foreign businesses— and therefore post offices - in various cities of the Ottoman Empire, makes
the postal history of Thessaloniki a very attractive topic, certainly for the researcher, the philatelist and
the historian of the era. In Thessaloniki, during the 2nd half of the 19th century and until 1914, a total of 10
foreign post offices operated, using the legislation, fees, and stamps and seals of their countries of origin.
The presentation will show the important events, moments, decisions, and changes in the development
and operation of the Postal Services of Thessaloniki, for the most part, in chronological order. Furthermore,
it relates the development of the Postal Services to the real history of the era, namely the important events,
the economic and commercial development, and the social evolution.
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19. Yiizyilda Tuna Prenslikleri Uzerinden Bébidili ile Posta Trafigi

Romanya Prenslikleri, “ioek Yolu” ile baglantili énemli ticaret glizergdhlar tzerinde yer almalar nedeniyle
Osmanli imparatorlugu, Rus imparatorlugu ve Habsburg Monarsisi gibi buytk imparatorluk ve guglerin
rekabet ettigi stratejik bakimdan degerli bolgeler hdline gelmistir. Tekrarlanan isgaller, yabanci hdkimiyeti,
harag ddemeleri ve siyasi badimlilik, bu prensliklerin ekonomilerini zayiflatmis ve badimsiz kurumlar olusturma
kapasitelerini sinirlamistir. Siyasi ve ekonomik yapilari, 6zerk bir modernlesme surecinden ziyade gucld dig
etkiler altinda sekillenmistir.

Prenslikler icerisindeki posta sistemi ise uzun siire yetersiz ve ilkel bir dizeyde kalmistir. iki devletin 1859 yilinda
Alexandru loan Cuza idaresinde birlesmesinden dnce, uluslararasi posta hizmetlerinin blyik bolumu bdlge
Uzerinden ya da gevresinden faaliyet gosteren yabanci posta adlari tarafindan yarutilmekteydi.

Bu calisma, Tuna Prenslikleri topraklar Gzerinden Babidli'den Bati'ya dogru gerceklestirilen posta transitini,
hem su yollari hem de kara glizergdhlarn tGzerinden incelemektedir. Bazi posta ve karantina istasyonlarinin
nispeten az bilinen tarihi, 19 ylzyilin ik yarnisinda énemli tarihsel ve jeopolitik gelismelerin sekillendirdigi
calkantili bir dénemin daha genis gergevede anlasiimasina katki sunmaktadir. Kinm Savasi, gegici Avusturya
ve Rus isgalleri, iki Tuna Prensligi'nin birlegsmesi, Osmanli-Rus Savasi ve Dobruca’'nin Romanya'ya katilmasi,
ddnemin posta tarihi Gzerinde dnemliizler birakmistir.

Kuzey Dobruca'daki Avusturya, Fransiz ve Osmanli posta idareleri tarafindan yurttilen posta trafidi,
son derece ilgi gekici olmakla birlikte arastinlmasi gig bir alan olusturmaktadir. Bu galisma, birbiriyle
baglantill s6z konusu gelismeleri birlikte ele alarak boélgenin posta tarihine yeni bir perspektif kazandirmayi
amagclamaktadir.

Romanya’nin Evrensel Posta Birligi'ne (UPU) katilimasi ve 1877-1878 Osmanli-Rus Savasi sonrasinda Kuzey
Dobruca'yl yeniden kazanmasinin ardindan Ulkenin posta tarihi; modernlesme ve uluslararasi sisteme daha
guglu bigimde entegrasyonla karakterize edilen yeni bir ddneme girmistir.

Postal Traffic with the Sublime Porte Through Danubian Principalities in the 19th
Century

Because the Romanian Principalities lay along important trade routes connected to the “Silk Road,” they
became strategically valuable territories contested by major empires and powers such as the Ottoman
Empire, the Russian Empire, and the Habsburg Monarchy. Repeated occupations, foreign domination,
tribute payments, and political dependence weakened their economies and limited their ability to create
independent institutions. Their political and economic systems developed under strong foreign influence
rather than through autonomous modernization. The postal system inside the Principalities remained
poorly developed (“rudimentary”). Before the union of the two states in 1859 under Alexandru loan Cuza,
most international mail services were handled by foreign postal networks operating through or around
the region. This study examines postal transit through the territory of the Danubian Principalities, from the
Sublime Porte to the West, both along waterways and overland routes. The lesser-known history of several
post and quarantine offices contributes to a broader understanding of a turbulent era shaped by major
historical and geopolitical events during the early nineteenth century. The Crimean War, the temporary
Austrian and Russian occupations, the union of the two Danubian Principalities, the Russo-Turkish War, and
the incorporation of Dobrogea into Romania all left a significant imprint on the postal history of the period.
Postal traffic in Northern Dobrogea, carried by the Austrian, French, and Ottoman postal services, represents
a fascinating yet demanding field of research. By bringing together these interconnected developments,
this study opens a new chapter in the postal history of the region. After the country joined the Universal
Postal Union (UPU) and regained Northern Dobruja following the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-1878, Romania’s
postal history entered a new phase marked by modernization and stronger international integration.
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Osmanli Devleti'nin Diplomatik Kriz Yonetimi ve Sorun G6zme Kapasitesi: Sirkeci-
Cisr-i Mustafapasa Hattinda Yabanci Posta Gantalari Meselesi (1892-1893)

Osmanli Devleti, XIX. ylzyilin son geyredinde haberlesme altyapisini modernlestirmek amaciyla demiryolu
hatlar Gzerinde seyyar posta merkezleri tesis ederek posta tasimaciligini daha hizli ve dizenli bir yapiya
kavusturmustur. 1888 yilinda hizmete giren Sirkeci-Cisr-i Mustafapasa hatti, kisa sirede Osmanli Devleti ile
Avrupa arasindaki uluslararasi posta trafiginin baslica guzergdhlarindan biri hdline gelmistir. Bu stratejik
konum, yasandidi éne surdlen bazi olaylarin siradan bir vakay asarak uluslararasi bir meseleye déntismesine
de sebep olmustur. Bu calisma, 1892-1893 yillarinda  Sirkeci-Cisr-i Mustafapasa demiryolu hattinda
tasinan yabanci posta ¢antalarinin acildidr ve bazi génderilerin kayboldudu yénindeki iddialarin neden
oldugu diplomatik krizi incelemektedir. Esasen posta guvenligine iliskin bir sorun olarak patlak veren olay,
Avusturya-Macaristan ve Fransa basta olmak tzere gesitli Avrupa devletlerinin Babiali nezdinde girisimlerde
bulunmalariyla uluslararasi boyut kazanmistir. Yabanci devletler, posta emniyetini sadlayamadigini ileri
strerek Osmanli makamlar Gzerinde diplomatik baski olusturmuslardir. Béylece haberlesme guvenlidi
meselesi devletler arasi iliskileri etkileyen bir krize evrilmistir. Calismada, sz konusu krizin ortaya ¢ikis stireci,
yabanci devletlerin talepleri ve Osmanli htkGmetinin bu taleplere verdigi tepkiler ele alinmaktadir. Sultan
ll. Abdulhamid'in emriyle baslatilan sorusturmalar, yaratilen idari ve adli islemler ile diplomatik temaslar
Uzerinden Osmanli Devleti’'nin uluslararasi baskilar karsisinda kriz yénetimi ve sorun ¢dzme kapasitesi
degerlendiriimektedir. En nihayetinde ¢alisma, posta glvenligi ekseninde meydana gelen bir anlagsmaziigin
nasil diplomatik bir krize déntstugunid ve Osmanli Devleti’'nin bu krizi idare etme ydntemlerini gdstererek
posta tarihi ile diplomasi tarihinin kesisim noktasina katki sagdlamayi hedeflemektedir.

The Ottoman Empire’s Capacity for Diplomatic Crisis Management and Problem-
Solving: The Issue of Foreign Mailbags on the Sirkeci-Cisr-i Mustafapasa Line (1892~
1893)

In the final quarter of the nineteenth century, the Ottoman Empire sought to modernize its communications
infrastructure by establishing mobile postal offices along railway lines, thereby making the transportation
of mail faster and more regular. The Sirkeci—Cisr-i Mustafapasa line, which entered service in 1888, soon
became one of the principal routes for international postal traffic between the Ottoman Empire and
Europe. Owing to this strategic position, certain incidents alleged to have occurred along the line quickly
developed beyond the scope of an ordinary case and assumed an international dimension.

This study examines the diplomatic crisis triggered by allegations that foreign mailbags transported along
the Sirkeci—Cisr-i Mustafapasa railway line in 1892-1893 had been opened and that some postal items had
gone missing. What initially emerged as a problem concerning postal security acquired an international
character when several European powers, particularly Austria-Hungary and France, made representations
to the Sublime Porte. Claiming that the Ottoman authorities had failed to ensure the security of the
mails, these states exerted diplomatic pressure on the Ottoman government. As a result, the issue of
communications security evolved into a crisis affecting interstate relations.

The study analyzes the emergence of the crisis, the demands put forward by foreign governments, and the
responses of the Ottoman government to these demands. Through an examination of the investigations
initiated on the orders of Sultan Abdulhamid Il, the administrative and judicial proceedings that followed,
and the diplomatic contacts conducted during the crisis, the study evaluates the Ottoman Empire's
capacity for crisis management and dispute resolution in the face of international pressure.

Ultimately, the study aims to contribute to the intersection of postal history and diplomatic history by
demonstrating how a dispute centered on postal security developed into a diplomatic crisis and by
examining the methods through which the Ottoman Empire sought to manage and resolve it.
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Filistin'de Osmanli Modern Posta Tegkilatinin Kurulmasi ve Posta Hizmet Aginin
Yayginlagtiriimasi

Osmanli Devleti'nde haberlesme hizmetleri uzun sire ulak ve menzil sistemi araciidyla yarttalmus, Tanzimat
sonrasinda Posta Nezareti'nin kurulmasiyla birlikte modern posta teskilati olusturularak imparatorlugun tasra
bolgelerine yayginlastinimaya baslanmustir. Filistin, stratejik konumu, uluslararasi ticaret yollar Gzerindeki yeri ve
Avrupa devletlerinin artan siyasi ve ekonomik ilgisi nedeniyle bu déntsimun en dikkat cekici cografyalarindan
birini tegkil etmektedir. Ozellikle XIX. yuzyilin ikinci yanisindan itibaren yabanci devletlerin kapitilasyonlardan
yararlanarak bélgede posta teskilatlart kurmalari, haberlesme alanini uluslararasi rekabetin 8nemli bir pargasi
héline getirmistir. Bu stireg, Osmanli ydnetimini Filistin'deki modern posta hizmetlerini daha sistemli ve yaygin bir
bicimde gelistirmeye sevk etmistir.

Bu calisma, Kudus, Akka ve Nablus sancaklari ile bu sancaklara badll kazalarda modern posta teskilatinin
kurulusunu ve yayginlasmasini Osmanli arsiv belgeleri, vilayet salnameleri ve diger kaynaklar 1siginda
incelemektedir. Arastrmada posta merkezlerinin kurulusu, posta guzerg&hlarnin olusturulmasi, ulasim
altyapisiyla iliskisi, posta subelerinin agilmasi ve telgraf adinin genislemesi birlikte degerlendirilerek haberlesme
altyapisinin  tasradaki kurumsal gelisimi ortaya konulacaktir. Ayrica KudUs 6rnedi Uzerinden yabanci
postahanelerin faaliyetleri karsisinda Osmanli ydnetiminin yeni subeler agmasi, hizmet adini genigletmesi ve
posta hizmetlerini daha erisilebilir hale getirmesi analiz edilecektir.

Calisma, Filistinde posta teskilatinin gelisimini yalnizca haberlesme tarihinin bir pargasi olarak degil, Osmanli
Devleti'nintasrada merkeziotoriteyiglclendirme, idaributtnlesmeyisaglamave yabancintfuzunakarsikurumsall
kapasitesini artirma ¢abalarinin dnemli bir unsuru olarak dederlendirmektedir. Bu yoniyle arastirma, Osmanili
modernlesmesinin Filistin'deki yansimalarini haberlesme altyapisi Gzerinden agiklamayi amaglamaktadir.

The Establishment of the Modern Ottoman Postal Organization in Palestine and the
Expansion of the Postal Service Network

For a considerable period, communication services in the Ottoman Empire were conducted through the
courier and menzil systems. Following the Tanzimat reforms, however, the establishment of the Ministry of
Posts (Posta Nezareti) marked the creation of a modern postal organization, which gradually began to
expand into the provinces of the empire. Palestine constituted one of the most significant regions in which
this transformation took place, owing to its strategic location, its position along international trade routes,
and the growing political and economic interest of European powers. Particularly from the second hallf of the
nineteenth century onward, the establishment of foreign postal networks in the region under the privileges
granted by the capitulations transformed communications into an important arena of international
competition. This development prompted the Ottoman administration to expand and systematize modern
postal services in Palestine.

This study examines the establishment and expansion of the modern postal organization in the sanjaks
of Jerusalem, Acre, and Nablus, as well as in the districts (kazas) subordinate to them, on the basis of
Ottoman archival documents, provincial yearbooks (vilayet salnameleri), and other relevant sources. By
considering together the establishment of postal centers, the formation of postal routes, their relationship
with transportation infrastructure, the opening of postal branches, and the expansion of the telegraph
network, the study seeks to trace the institutional development of communications infrastructure in the
provinces. Focusing particularly on the case of Jerusalem, it also analyzes the Ottoman administration’s
response to the activities of foreign post offices through the opening of new branches, the expansion of its
service network, and efforts to make postal services more accessible.

The study approaches the development of the postal organization in Palestine not merely as a chapterin the
history of communications, but also as an important component of the Ottoman state’s efforts to strengthen
central authority in the provinces, promote administrative integration, and enhance its institutional capacity
in response to foreign influence. From this perspective, the study aims to elucidate the manifestations of
Ottoman modernization in Palestine through the development of communications infrastructure.
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Osmanli Posta Tegkilatinda Alternatif Bir Ulagsim Modeli: Sam-Bagdad Hecin Postasi

Osmanli Devletinde haberlesme uzun stre yalnizca resmi yazigsmalarin tasinmasina dayali olarak
menzilhaneler ve tatarlar aracii@iyla ulak sistemi cercevesinde yurittlmas, sivil haberlesme ise tlccarlar
ve kervanlar aracilidiyla sadlanmistir. 19, ylazyllda modernlesme hareketlerinin  etkisiyle, . Mahmut
doéneminde Avrupa orneklerine benzer sekilde sivillere de hizmet verecek modern bir posta teskilat
kurma fikri ortaya ¢ikmig; Tanzimat'in ilaniyla 1840 yilinda Posta Nezareti kurulmus ve devlet, halkin da
yararlanabilecedi dizenli bir posta sistemi olusturmaya baslamistir. Ancak Osmanli codrafyasinin genisligi
ve farkll iklim sartlan nedeniyle bazi bolgelerde alternatif ulasim ydntemlerine ihtiyag duyulmustur.
Bu ihtiyac dogrultusunda 1881 yilinda Sam-Bagdat Hecin Postasi kurulmustur. Sam ile Bagdat arasindaki
kisa fakat zorlu ¢él glzergdhinda beygir yerine hecin adi verilen hizli ve dayanikli deve tirleri tercih
edilmistir. Posta hizmetinde hecinlerin kullanimi, az su ve yiyecekle uzun mesafeler kat edebilmeleri
sayesinde ¢ol sartlarinda haberlesmenin daha hizli ve dizenli sekilde saglanmasina imké&n vermistir. Sam-
Bagdat Hecin Postasi'nin kurulusunda, iki énemli ticaret merkezi arasindaki iletisimi hizlandirmanin yani
sira bolgede faaliyet gdsteren yabanci posta teskilatlaninin etkisini kirma dutsincesi de etkili olmustur.
Sam-Baddat hecin postasl, hattin gectigi ¢ol bdlgelerinde glvenlik sorunlari ve asiret saldirilar gibi riskler
nedeniyle Sam ve Bagdad'da muntazam postane bulunmasina ragmeniltizam yaniihale usulUyle isletilmistir.
Devlet, hattin isletmesini bolge sartlarini bilen ve asiretlerle iliski kurabilen kisilere vererek hem guvenlik
sorunlarini azaltmayl hem de posta hizmetinin strekliligini saglamayr amaglamistir. Bu teblig, Sam-Bagdat
Hecin Postasi'nin kurulusunu, isleyisini, hattin zaman igerisindeki dontsimuni ve Osmanli haberlesme sistemi
icerisindeki dGnemini mercek altina alacaktir.

An Alternative Transportation Model in the Ottoman Postal Organization: The
Damascus-Baghdad Camel Post

For a long period, communications in the Ottoman Empire were conducted within the framework of the
courier system, whereby official correspondence was transported through menzilhanes and Tatar couriers,
while civilian communications were largely maintained through merchants and caravans. Under the influence
of nineteenth-century modernization efforts, the idea of establishing a modern postal organization that
would also serve civilians emerged during the reign of Mahmud I, following European models. With the
proclamation of the Tanzimat, the Ministry of Posts (Posta Nezareti) was established in 1840, and the state
began to create a regular postal system accessible to the general public. However, the vast geographical
extent of the Ottoman Empire and its diverse climatic conditions necessitated alternative means of
transportation in certain regions.

In response to this need, the Damascus-Baghdad Hecin Post was established in 1881. Along the relatively
short but difficult desert route between Damascus and Baghdad, fast and resilient camels known as
hecin were preferred to horses. Their ability to travel long distances with limited water and food made it
possible to provide faster and more regular commmunications under desert conditions. The establishment of
the Damascus-Baghdad Hecin Post was motivated not only by the desire to accelerate communications
between two major commercial centers, but also by an effort to counter the influence of foreign postal
organizations operating in the region.

Despite the existence of regular post offices in Damascus and Baghdad, the Damascus-Baghdad Hecin
postal service was operated under the iltizam, or contracting, system because of security risks along the
desert route, including tribal attacks. By entrusting the operation of the route to individuals familiar with
local conditions and capable of maintaining relations with tribal groups, the state sought both to reduce
security risks and to ensure the continuity of postal services.

This paper examines the establishment and operation of the Damascus-Baghdad Hecin Post, the
transformation of the route over time, and its significance within the broader Ottoman communications system.
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Osmanli Devleti'nde Yemen’de Haberlesme ve Otoritenin Saglanmasi

Tarih boyunca insan cesitli gerekgelerle baska yerlerde yasayan baska insanlarla haberlesme ihtiyaci
duymus ve bunu farkl ydntemlerle sadlamistir. Haberlesme sadece haberin veya emanetin bir yerden baska
bir yere tasinmasi agisindan dedil, ayni zamanda istinbarat faaliyetleri agisindan da énem tasimistir. Osmanili
Devleti'nde ilk devirlerden itibaren ulak sistemi ile haberlesme faaliyetleri yurtttlmustar. Bu sayede ulaklar
her zaman ayricalikli bir konumda olmuslardir. Ancak bu durum beraberinde birgok sikintlyr da getirmistir.
Ozellikle ulaklarnn keyfi davranislan pek cok kez sikdyet konusu olmustur. Bu sebeple ulak sistemi zamanla
menzilhane sistemine déntsmustir. Tanzimat ile birlikte Avrupa’'da oldugu gibi modern bir posta teskilat
kurulmustur.

Yemen 1538'de Osmanli hakimiyetine girmesine ragmen, devlete karsl ¢cok sayida isyanin ¢iktigi bir yer
olmustur. Bu isyanlarin ortaya cgikisi mezhep temelli oldugu gibi asiret sisteminin ve codrafyanin etkisi
buyudktdr. Yemen'in payitahta en uzak yerlerden birisi olmasi buradaki haberlesmenin énemini artirmistir.
Ozellikle 19. yuzyilda ortaya gikan isyanlarin haber alinmasinda ve isyanlara karsi alinacak tedbirlerde posta
ve telgraf teskilati blyudk bir Sneme sahip olmustur.

Arsiv belgeleri Yemen'de posta ve telgraf teskilatinin kurulusu, isleyisi ve merkezi otoritenin nasil saglandigi
hakkinda &nemli bilgiler vermektedir. Calismanin temel hareket noktasi, Yemen'de posta teskilatinin
kurulmasina ve Cidde-Hudeyde, Hudeyde-Kamran, Hacur, Kataba-Taiz gibi hatlarda telgraf baglantilarinin
tesisine dair belgelerdir. Bu belgeler Gzerinden posta ve telgrafin yalnizca teknik bir haberlesme hizmeti dedil;
idarf denetim, gtivenlik, askerf sevkiyat, liman baglantilar ve tagra yénetiminin guglendiriimesi bakimindan
6nemli bir arag oldugu ortaya konulacaktir. Bdylece Yemen'de haberlesme altyapisinin, devletin uzak bir
vilayette otorite kurma ve sUrdlrme siyasetinin ayrilmaz bir pargasi oldugu dederlendirilecektir.

19, yazyilin ikinci yarnisindan itibaren Ahmed Muhtar Pasa komutasindaki Osmanli kuvvetleri Yemen'in
onemli bir béluminde yeniden hé&kimiyet saglamistir. Askeri basarilarin ardindan bélgede genis kapsamli
bir idari teskilatlanmaya gidilmistir. Bu stiregte hukimet konaklari insa edilmis, posta ve telgraf hizmetleri
yayginlastirimis, yollar, iskeleler ve limanlar yapilmis, ayrica egitim ve sadlik alanindaki yatinmlara éncelik
verilmistir. Belgelerden anlasildigina gére Yemen'de modern posta sisteminin kurulmasi igin ¢alismalar 1871
tarihinde Ahmet Muhtar Pasa’nin girisimleri ile baslamis ve 1872 tarihinde tamamlanmistir. Ahmed Muhtar
Pasa’nin teklifleri, posta hizmetlerinin resmi yazismalarin étesine gegirilerek halkin ve ticcarlarn kullanimina
agllmasini, posta pullarinin uygulanmasini, diizenli posta hatlarinin kurulmasini ve istanbul-Yemen arasindaki
iletisimin gUclendiriimesini hedeflemektedir.

istanbul'dan génderilecek mektuplar Avusturya Lloyd (Nemce) vapurlari ve Hidiviyet-i Misriyye Kumpanyasi
vapurlar aracihdyla tasinmistir. Bu durum, Osmanli posta aginin Yemen'e uzanmasinda uluslararasi ve
bolgesel deniz ulasim hatlarindan yararlanildigini géstermektedir. Posta teskilatinin kurulmasi, yalnizca
haberlesme hizmeti olarak degil, Osmanli merkezilesme politikasinin bir unsuru olmasi agisindan dnemlidir.
Bu amagla gesitli gizergahlar arasinda telgraf hatlan da olusturulmustur. Osmanli Devleti, Yemen'de
askeri hdkimiyetin ardindan haberlesme altyapisini da tesis ederek modern devlet mekanizmasinin énemli
unsurlarindan birini bdlgeye tasimayi hedeflemistir.

Communication and the Establishment of Authority in Ottoman Yemen

Throughout history, people have needed to communicate with others living in distant places for a variety of
reasons and have developed different methods to meet this need. Communication was important not only
for transmitting news or entrusted items from one place to another, but also for intelligence gathering. From
the early periods of the Ottoman Empire, communications were conducted through the courier system. As
a result, couriers occupied a privileged position within the administrative structure. This situation, however,
also generated a number of problems, and the arbitrary conduct of couriers frequently became the subject
of complaints. For this reason, the courier system gradually evolved into the menzilhane system. With the
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Tanzimat reforms, a modern postal organization was established in a manner comparable to contemporary
European models.

Although Yemen came under Ottoman rule in 1538, it remained a region in which numerous rebellions
broke out against the state. While some of these uprisings had sectarian dimensions, tribal structures and
geographical conditions also played a major role in their emergence. Yemen's location as one of the most
distant regions from the imperial capital further increased the importance of communications. Particularly
during the nineteenth century, the postal and telegraph organizations became crucial both for receiving
information about rebellions and for determining the measures to be taken against them.

Archival documents provide important information on the establishment and operation of the postal and
telegraph organizations in Yemen and on the mechanisms through which central authority was maintained.
The principal point of departure for this study is a body of documents concerning the establishment of
the postal organization in Yemen and the construction of telegraph connections along routes such as
Jeddah-Hudaydah, Hudaydah-Kamaran, Hajur, and Qataba-Taiz. On the basis of these documents, the
study demonstrates that the post and telegraph were not merely technical communication services, but
also important instruments of administrative control, security, military transportation, port connectivity, and
the strengthening of provincial administration. In this respect, Yemen's communications infrastructure is
evaluated as anintegral component of the Ottoman state’s policy of establishing and maintaining authority
in a distant province.

From the second half of the nineteenth century onward, Ottoman forces under the command of Ahmed
Muhtar Pasha re-established control over a considerable part of Yemen. Following these military successes,
an extensive process of administrative reorganization was undertaken in the region. Government buildings
were constructed, postal and telegraph services were expanded, roads, piers, and ports were built, and
investments in education and healthcare were prioritized. According to the archival evidence, initiatives to
establish a modern postal system in Yemen began in 1871 under Ahmed Muhtar Pasha and were completed
in 1872. His proposals aimed to extend postal services beyond official correspondence and make them
available to the public and merchants, introduce postage stamps, establish regular postal routes, and
strengthen communications between Istanbul and Yemen.

Letters dispatched from Istanbul were transported by vessels operated by Austrian Lloyd and the
Khedivial Egyptian Company. This indicates that the extension of the Ottoman postal network to Yemen
relied on both international and regional maritime transportation routes. The establishment of the postal
organization was significant not only as a communications service, but also as an instrument of Ottoman
centralization policy. For this purpose, telegraph lines were also established between various routes and
settlements. Following the consolidation of military control in Yemen, the Ottoman state sought to establish
a communications infrastructure that would extend one of the essential mechanisms of the modern state
into the region.
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istanbul’da AlIman Posta Tegkilat1 (1869-1914): Diplomasi, Ticaret ve imparatoriuk
Nufuzunun Yikselisi

Bu calisma, 1860-1914 yillar arasinda istanbul'da faaliyet gésteren Aiman posta teskilatinin gelisimini, klasik
posta tarihi yaklasiminin 6tesine gecerek diplomatik, ekonomik ve jeopolitik baglam icinde incelemeyi
amaglamaktadir. Temel argiiman, séz konusu teskilatin yalnizca haberlesme hizmeti sunan teknik bir yapi
olmadigi; aksine Alman imparatorlugu’nun Osmanli baskentindeki niifuzunu insa eden ve genisleten gok
katmanl bir arag olarak islev gordugudir. Kapittlasyonlarin sadladidr imtiyazlar cergevesinde faaliyet
gdsteren Alman posta sistemi, istanbul'da giderek kurumsallasmis ve dzellikle Pera ve Sirkeci merkezli subeler
araciigiyla Alman ticari ve diplomatik aglarnin sarekliligini saglayan bir “iletisim koridoru” olusturmustur.
Bu baglamda posta teskilati; para havaleleri, sigortali génderiler ve demiryolu baglantilaryla entegre
edilmis hizmet yapisi sayesinde Levant ticaretinin ihtiyaglarina cevap verirken, ayni zamanda Osmanli idari
denetim mekanizmalarinin sinirl erisimine agik bir bilgi akisi saglayarak Alman gikarlarinin korunmasina
hizmet etmistir. Norddeutscher Lloyd vapur hatlari ve Orient Express ile senkronize bicimde isleyen bu ag,
yalnizca lojistik etkinligi artirmakla kalmamis; Alman idari kdltirine atfedilen dizen, dakiklik ve disiplin
ilkelerini Osmanli kamusal alaninda gértndr kilan bir teknolojik ve kulturel temsil araci haline gelmistir.
Calisma, Alman posta teskilatinin kurulug strecinden itibaren gecirdigi kurumsal déntsimu, diger yabanci
posta sistemleriyle rekabetinive Osmanli postaidaresiyle olaniliskilerinianaliz ederek, bu yapininimparatorluk
stratejileri icindeki yerini yeniden dederlendirmektedir. Ozellikle 1898 yilinda Il. Wilhelm'in Osmanli topraklarina
gerceklestirdigi ziyaret dncesinde ulasilan kurumsal olgunluk dtzeyi, Aliman posta aginin yalnizca ekonomik
ve diplomatik degil, ayni zamanda sembolik bir giic unsuru olarak da islev gérdidunt ortaya koymaktadir.
Bu yoénuyle makale, posta tarihini, imparatorluklar arasi gug iliskilerini anlamaya imké&n veren analitik bir
okuma alani olarak yeniden konumlandirmayi hedeflemektedir.

The German Postal Organization in Istanbul (1869-1914): Diplomacy, Trade, and the
Rise of Imperial Influence

This study aims to examine the development of the German postal organization operating in Istanbul
between 1860 and 1914 within a diplomatic, economic, and geopolitical framework that moves beyond the
conventional approach of postal history. Its central argument is that this organization was not merely a
technical institution providing communication services; rather, it functioned as a multilayered instrument
through which the German Empire constructed and expanded its influence in the Ottoman capital.
Operating within the privileges granted by the capitulations, the German postal system became increasingly
institutionalized in Istanbul and, particularly through its branches centered in Pera and Sirkeci, created a
“communication corridor” that ensured the continuity of German commercial and diplomatic networks.

Within this context, the postal organization responded to the needs of Levantine trade through a service
structure integrating money transfers, insured mail, and railway connections, while at the same time serving
German interests by facilitating a flow of information that remained only partially accessible to Ottoman
administrative mechanisms of control. Operating in coordination with the shipping lines of Norddeutscher
Lloyd and the Orient Express, this network not only increased logistical efficiency but also became a
technological and cultural instrument of representation that rendered visible in the Ottoman public sphere
the principles of order, punctuality, and discipline commonly associated with German administrative culture.

By analyzing the institutional transformation of the German postal organization from its establishment
onward, its competition with other foreign postal systems, and its relations with the Ottoman postal
administration, the study reassesses the place of this institution within broader imperial strategies. In
particular, the degree of institutional maturity attained by the time of Wilhelm lI's visit to the Ottoman Empire
in 1898 demonstrates that the German postal network functioned not only as an economic and diplomatic
instrument, but also as a symbolic element of power. In this respect, the article seeks to reposition postal
history as an analytical field through which inter-imperial power relations may be examined.
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Galata Postahanesi’'nde Sanstir ve Yasak Evrak Takibi: Osmanli Devleti'nde Posta
Denetimi (1890-1907)

Bu calisma, Osmanl Devleti'nde haberlesme ve matbuat denetimi ¢ercevesinde Galata Postahanesi’'nde
yurlttlen sanstr faaliyetlerini ve sanstr memurlar tarafindan  alikonulan yasak evraki incelemektedir.
Ozellikle 1l. Abdiilhamid déneminde yodunlasan sansiir uygulamalari, posta teskilatini yalnizeca haberlesmeyi
saglayan bir kurum olmaktan cikararak devletin guivenlik, istihbarat ve bilgi denetimi mekanizmalarinin
dnemli bir unsuru haline getirmistir. istanbul'un uluslararasi ticaret, diplomasi ve yabanci niifus bakimindan
en hareketli merkezlerinden biri olan Galata boélgesi ise yabanci postahaneler, konsolosluklar ve
uluslararasi yayin dolasimi nedeniyle sansir faaliyetlerinin yogunlastidi baslica alanlardan biri olmustur.
Calismada Cumhurbaskanligi Devlet Arsivieri Baskanhdr Osmanli Arsivi'nde yer alan sansir belgeleri, yasak
matbuat cetvelleri, sansir memurlarinin raporlart ve Galata Postahanesi'nde ele gegirilen ¢esitli gazete,
risale, kitap ve mektuplara iliskin kayitlar degerlendiriimektedir. Belgelerde &zellikle Ermenice yayinlar,
yabanci gazeteler, siyasi igerikli risaleler ve devlet tarafindan “muzir” kabul edilen matbuatin kontrol edilerek
alikonuldugu gorilmektedir. Bunun yaninda Fransiz, Avusturya ve Rus postahaneleri gibi yabanci posta
teskilatlarinin Osmanli sanstr mekanizmasi agisindan gtivenlik problemi olarak dederlendirildigi anlasiimaktadir.
Belgeler, sanstr uygulamalarinin yalnizca siyasi muhalefeti dedil; ayni zamanda etnik hareketleri, yabanci
propaganda faaliyetlerini ve kamu dizenini etkileyebilecek yayinlan da hedef aldigini gdstermektedir.
Galata Postahanesinde hazirlanan  yasak yayin listeleri, pusulalar ve sanstr cetvelleri, Osmanli
Devleti'nin bilgi dolasimini kontrol etme c¢abasini ortaya koyan &nemli arsiv kaynaklar niteligindedir.
Bu calisma, Galata Postahanesi 6rnedi Uzerinden Osmanli Devleti'nde posta sanstrindn isleyisini, sansir
memurlariningérev alanlaring haberlesme adlarinindevlet denetimiicerisindekiyerinive yasak yayin politikalarinin
siyasi arka planini dederlendirmeyi amaglamaktadir. Boylece geg Osmanli déneminde haberlesme, sansur ve
devlet glvenligi arasindaki iliskinin arsiv belgeleri isiginda ortaya konulmasi hedeflenmektedir.

Censorship and the Monitoring of Prohibited Documents at the Galata Post Office:
Postal Surveillance in the Ottoman Empire (1890-1907)

This study examines censorship practices carried out at the Galata Post Office within the broader framework
of communications and press control in the Ottoman Empire, with particular attention to prohibited
materials intercepted and withheld by censorship officials. Especially during the reign of Abdilhamid Il, the
intensification of censorship transformed the postal organization from a mere institution of communication
into an important component of the state's mechanisms of security, intelligence, and information control.
Galata, one of Istanbul’'s most active districts in terms of international trade, diplomacy, and foreign
population, became one of the principal centers of censorship activity because of the presence of foreign
post offices, consulates, and the international circulation of printed materials.

The study draws on censorship documents preserved in the Ottoman Archives of the Directorate of State
Archives of the Presidency of the Republic of Turkiye, including lists of prohibited publications, reports
prepared by censorship officials, and records concerning newspapers, pamphlets, books, and letters
seized at the Galata Post Office. The documents indicate that Armenian-language publications, foreign
newspapers, politically oriented pamphlets, and printed materials classified by the state as "harmful”
(muzir) were subject to inspection and confiscation. They also reveal that foreign postal organizations,
including the French, Austrian, and Russian post offices, were regarded as potential security concerns from
the perspective of the Ottoman censorship apparatus.

The archival records demonstrate that censorship targeted not only political opposition, but also ethnic
movements, foreign propaganda activities, and publications considered capable of affecting public order. Lists
of prohibited publications, memoranda, and censorship registers prepared at the Galata Post Office constitute
important archival sources for understanding the Ottoman state’s efforts to control the circulation of information.

Through the case of the Galata Post Office, this study aims to evaluate the operation of postal censorship
in the Ottoman Empire, the responsibilities of censorship officials, the place of communications networks
within mechanisms of state supervision, and the political background of policies concerning prohibited
publications. In this way, it seeks to illuminate, on the basis of archival evidence, the relationship between
communications, censorship, and state security in the late Ottoman period.
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Filatelik Diplomasi ve Devlet Temsili: Osmanli Pullarinin Uluslararasi Dolagimi Uzerine
Bir Degerlendirme

Bir devlet yayini olan pul, resmi statUstnun getirdidi gucle devletlerin ve hukimetlerin uluslararasi camiada
taninmasini sadlayan bir aktér olmustur. Sadece posta islemleri icin dedil ait oldugu devletin idari ve hukuki
agidan temsili igin de tercih edilen bir tanitim zaman zaman da propaganda aract olmustur. Osmanli
Devleti'nin 1874'te Universal Postal Union (UPU) kurucular arasinda yer almasi hem posta iglemlerinin
"standart” icinde yUrttulmesine destek saglarken, UPU kurallarn geredi tedavilde bulunan posta pullarini
paylasmasi, uluslararasi bir hareket alani da yaratmistir. Ayni zamanda UPU'nun “tek posta bolgesi” vizyonu,
sinirlar dtesinde baglanti ve karsilikli etkilesimi gelistirmeye ydnelik kolektif bir taahhtdd yansitirken, Osmanli
Devleti bu strecte hayati bir gegis noktasi islevi gérmustur. UPU'ya Uyelik ddnemin diplomasi ve uluslararasi
iliskiler alanina farkl bir boyut kazandirmis, pulculugun etki alanini da genisletmistir. Basta Uye Ulkelerin
posta, posta tarihi, ulastirma ve iletisim mizeleri olmak tzere farkli tur ve Glkelerdeki mizeler ilgili devlet ve/
veya hukumetlerden posta pullari talep etmeye baslamiglardir.

S6z konusu talepler UPU huktumlerinin yani sira cesitli devlet ve/veya hikimetlerin ilgili birimlerince
de Osmanl Devleti'nin Hariciye ve Posta ve Telgraf Nezaretleri'ne iletilmis, gerekli tahkikat sonucunda
olumlu veya olumsuz cevaplar verilmistir. Bu ¢alisma her iki durumu da gdsteren 3 drnede yer verecektir.
Her Ggl de Il. Abdulhamid dénemine tesadUf eden bu vakalar, Osmanl Devleti'nin dénemin uluslararasi
iliskilerindeki diplomasi, kamu isleyisi ve sosyo-ekonomik reflekslerinin de farkli agilardan bir dederlendirme
getirmeye calisacaktir. ll. Abdilhamid dénemi genel anlamda iletisim altyapisinin gelisim gosterdidi, filateli
malzemesinin codaldigi (pul ve kartpostal), ilk pul koleksiyonculugu kitapgiginin/rehberinin yayinlandigi ve
koleksiyonerlerin artmaya basladidi bir strectir.

Posta pulunun devleti temsil giiciindn kurumsal temelde ele alinmaya galisilacadi bu ¢alismada, Almanya
Posta idaresi Miizesi (guinimizde Museumsstiftung Post und Telekommunikation bunyesinde faaliyet gésteren
Berlin iletisim Muzesi), Chicago Dunya Fuar (Dinya Kolombiya Sergisi) ve Dublin Bilim ve Sanat Miizesi'nin
Osmanli pullarinin sergilenmesi, koleksiyonu ve tanitim faaliyetlerine yonelik olan iletisimi arsiv belgeleri ve
ilgili literattr calismalari ile desteklenerek incelemeye ve bazi ¢cikarimlara ulagsmayi hedeflemektedir.

Philatelic Diplomacy and State Representation: An Assessment of the International
Circulation of Ottoman Stamps

As an official state-issued object, the postage stamp became an instrument through which states and
governments could assert recognition and visibility within the international community. Used not only for
postal operations but also as a means of representing the administrative and legal identity of the state to
which it belonged, the stamp functioned as an instrument of promotion and, at times, propaganda. The
Ottoman Empire's participation as one of the founding members of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) in 1874
contributed to the standardization of postal operations, while the UPU requirement that member states
exchange postage stamps then in circulation created a new sphere of international circulation. At the same
time, the UPU's vision of a “single postal territory” reflected a collective commitment to strengthening cross-
border connectivity and reciprocal interaction, in which the Ottoman Empire served as a vital transit point.
Membership in the UPU added a new dimension to diplomacy and international relations and expanded
the sphere of influence of philately. Museums of various kinds and in different countries, particularly postal,
postal history, transport, and communications museums in member states, increasingly began to request
postage stamps from the relevant states and governments.

These requests were transmitted to the Ottoman Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Posts and
Telegraphs, both within the framework of UPU regulations and through the relevant departments of various
states and governments. Following the necessary investigations, the Ottoman authorities issued either
favorable or unfavorable responses. This study presents three cases illustrating both types of outcome.
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All three occurred during the reign of Abdulhamid Il and offer an opportunity to assess, from different
perspectives, the diplomatic, administrative, and socio-economic reflexes of the Ottoman Empire in the field
of international relations. More broadly, the reign of Abdilhamid Il was a period marked by the expansion of
communications infrastructure, the proliferation of philatelic materials such as stamps and postcards, the
publication of the first stamp-collecting booklet or guide, and the growing number of collectors.

By examining the representative power of postage stamps on an institutional basis, this study focuses on
correspondence concerning the exhibition, collection, and promotion of Ottoman stamps by the German
Postal Administration Museum (today the Museum for Communication Berlin under the Museumsstiftung Post
und Telekommunikation), the Chicago World's Fair (World's Columbian Exposition), and the Dublin Science
and Art Museum. Drawing on archival documents and the relevant literature, it seeks to analyze these
cases and to offer a number of conclusions regarding the role of Ottoman postage stamps in international
representation, museum collecting, and philatelic exchange.
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Yolda Kaybolan Devlet: Osmanli imparatorlugu’nda Posta Soygunlari, Glizergéh
Guvenligi ve Tegkilatsal Tepkiler (1840-1908)

Osmanli posta tarihine iliskin mevcut literatlr blydk olcide kurumsal kurulus stregleri, uluslararasi
antlagsmalar ve filateli gibi alanlara odaklanmaktadir. Buna karsin posta glvenligi meselesi -yani posta
cantalarinin, ulaklarin ve tasima araglarinin soygunlara, eskiyaliga ve organize yadmaya karsgi korunmasi
sorunu- bugtine dek sistematik bir incelemenin konusu olmamistir. Bu bildiri s&z konusu boslugu doldurmayi
hedeflemektedir. Osmanli'nin 1840'ta modern posta teskilatini kurmasindan 1908 Mesrutiyet devrimine
uzanan dénemde yasanan posta soygunlarini, bu olaylarin yarattigi kurumsal krizleri ve devletin gelistirdigi
guvenlik tedbirlerini kapsamli bigimde ele almaktadir.

Posta soygunlar, Osmanli cografyasinda salt bir givenlik sorunundan ibaret dedildi; her seyden &nce
devlet otoritesinin glizergdh Uzerindeki fiili kapasitesini dogrudan sinayan bir olguydu. Barkey'nin devlet-
eskiya iliskisine getirdidi yapisal gergeve bu baglamda yol gdsterici olmakla birlikte, ¢alismanin odagdi
19 yUzyll sonunun kendine 6zgi kurumsal kosullarina -yani modern posta teskilatinin adini geniglettikge
guvenlik aciklannin da derinlestigi bir paradoksa- yéneliktir. Bagbakanlik Osmanli Arsivi'nin (BOA) Dahiliye
Nezareti Mektubi Kalemi (DH.MKT), Zaptiye Nezareti (ZB) ve Posta ve Telgraf Nezareti (PTT) tasnifleri; tasra
vilayetlerinden merkeze iletilen sik@yet yazismalarini, sorusturma kayitlarini ve ihmal ya da sug ortaklid
gerekgesiyle yargilanan posta gorevlilerine ait divan-1 harp belgelerini kapsamli bicimde barindirmaktadir.
Tanrikut ve Demir'in temelbasvuru eserleri bu arsiv bulgularina vazgegilmez bir kurumsal zemin saglamaktadir.

Bildiri, ig temel gUvenlik agmazini eksen alarak konuyu yapisal bir cergevede dederlendirmektedir. Birincisi,
posta glzergdhlarinda duzenli askeri muhafaza saglamanin éntindeki mali ve lojistik engellerdir. Posta
Nezareti, 6zellikle Anadolu’nun i¢ kesimleri ile Arap vilayetlerindeki uzak gtzergdhlarda istikrarli bir koruma
seridini surdiremeyen zaptiye kuvvetlerine bagimii kalmistir. Bu durum ise -Ozkan'in Trabzon-Bayezid
hattinda saptadid karayolu soygunlariyla da értisen- sistemik bir kirllganlik yaratmistir. Paradoks ¢arpicidir:
daha iyi yollar hem posta hizmetlerini hem de eskiyalarin bu hizmetleri cokertme kapasitesini es zamanli
olarak artirmistir.

ikinci agmaz, yabanci devletlerin Osmanli posta givenligindeki yetersizlikleri kendi posta ofislerini
mesrulastirmak icin diplomatik bir koz olarak kullanmasidir. Ozellikle Fransiz ve Avusturya temsilcileri, posta
soygunlarina iliskin vakalar yakin takibe alarak Osmanli altyapisinin glvenilmezligine dair sistematik bir
séylem insa etmistir. Uglincti agmaz ise posta kayiplarinin tazmin edilip edilmeyecedi ve bu yukimlulugin
kime ait olduguna iliskin yasal belirsizliktir. Bu tartisma, devlet sorumlulugunun sinirlari ve postanin kamu
hizmeti niteligi konusunda daha kéklu gerilim hatlarini gun yuzine c¢ikarmaktadir. Koh'un énceki dénem
icin gelistirdigi "kamu hizmeti olarak posta” kavramsal gergevesi bu noktada kritik bir analitik olgut islevi
gbrmektedir.

Bildiri ayni zamanda eskiyaligin toplumsal boyutunu da géz ardi etmemektedir. Bazi vakalarda posta
soygunlarinin yerel asiret aglar ya da gete drgutleriyle badlantill oldugu, hatta zaman zaman yerel posta
gorevlilerinin bu yapilarla isbirligi yaptigr anlasiimaktadir. Osmanli arsiv belgelerindeki sikayet dilekgeleri ve
sorusturma dosyalarinin séylem analizi, burokrasinin bu sorunlar nasil gerceveledigini ortaya koymaktadir.
Osmanli eskiyaligina yoénelik sosyal-bandit yaklasimlaryla elestirel bir diyalog kuran calisma, posta
guvenligini Osmanli devlet insasi stirecinin somut ve dlculebilir bir boyutu olarak konumlandirmaktadir.

Guzergdhlar soygunlardan koruma kapasitesi, tipki pul basmak ya da uluslararasi antlagsmalar mtzakere
etmek gibi, egemenlidin cok katmanl bir sinaviydi. Bu gergevede bildiri, posta soygunlarinin sistematik
bicimde incelenmesi, Osmanli teskilat tarihini salt kurumsal bir anlatidan gikararak devlet-toplum iligkilerini,
tasra dinamiklerini ve uluslararasi rekabeti tek bir ¢ézimleme zemininde bulusturan butunlesik bir tarih
yaziminin kapisini aralamaktadir.

26



The State Lost in Transit: Postal Robberies, Route Security, and Institutional
Responses in the Ottoman Empire (1840-1908)

The existing literature on Ottoman postal history has concentrated predominantly on institutional founding
processes, international agreements, and philately. The question of postal security has received no
systematic scholarly treatment. This paper addresses that lacuna, offering a comprehensive analysis of
postal robberies, the institutional crises they generated, and the security measures devised by the state
from 1840 to the Constitutional Revolution of 1908.

Postal robberies constituted a direct test of the state's effective capacity along its own routes. While Barkey's
structural framework for the state-bandit relationship provides a useful point of departure, this paper
focuses on the specific conditions of the late nineteenth century —the paradox whereby the expansion of
the modern postal network simultaneously deepened its security vulnerabilities. The DH.MKT, ZB, and PTT
series of the BOA contain complaint correspondence, investigation records, and court-martial documents
relating to postal officials prosecuted for negligence or collusion. Tanrikut's and Demir's foundational
reference works provide the indispensable institutional framework.

The paper organises its analysis around three structural vulnerabilities. The first concerns the financial and
logistical obstacles to maintaining regular military escorts along postal routes -a systemic fragility that
mirrors the pattern of highway robbery Ozkan documents on the Trabzon-Bayezid road. The second involves
the exploitation of Ottoman postal insecurity by foreign powers as diplomatic leverage for justifying their
own post offices. The third concerns the legal ambiguity over indemnification of postal losses -tensions that
Koh's analytical framework helps to illuminate.

The paper also examines the social dimensions of banditry. Discourse analysis of complaint petitions and
investigation files reveals how Ottoman bureaucrats framed these incidents. Engaging critically with social-
bandit approaches to Ottoman banditry, the paper positions postal security as a concrete and measurable
dimension of Ottoman state-building: the capacity to protect routes from robbery was, no less than printing
stamps or negotiatinginternational conventions, a multi-layered test of sovereignty. In this context, the paper
argues that a systematic examination of postal robberies moves beyond a purely institutional narrative of
Ottoman organizational history, opening the door to anintegrated historiography that brings together state-
society relations, provincial dynamics, and international competition within a single analytical framework.
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Sessiz Rakamlarin Anlattigr: iletisimsel Hacim Kavrami ve Edirne Postahanesi’nin
Hasilati

Osmanl posta tarihinin kurumsal anlatisi genis olmakla  birlikte, bir sehir postahanesi &zelindeki
calismalar sinirhidir. Bir postahanenin aylik hasilatinin tek basina yorumlanmasi da gigtur; alinan tutar,
sehrin bUyUklugdund, hattin uzunlugunu ya da gercek iletisim yUkinu dodrudan gdstermez. Bu bildiri, s6z
konusu rakamlar anlamlandirmak icin iletisimsel Hacim adini verdigim bir yéntem &nerisi sunmaktadir.
Yéntem basit bir dontsime dayanir. Posta tarifesinin kurali, her bir saat uzaklik i¢in U¢ dirheme kadar olan
godnderilerden bir para tahsil edilmesidir. Bu kural izlenerek hasilat saat birimine gevrilir; bdylece gelir, H.
1263 salnamesinde saat cinsinden verilen posta yollaryla ayni birimde ifade edilir. iki buyuklik ayni birime
indirgendiginde oran kurmak mumkin olur: bir postahanenin drettidiiletisim, kendisine tanimli fiziksel yol aginin
kag katidir? Bu oran, postahanenin ag icindeki digum dederini lgen bir gdsterge olarak kabul edilebilir.

Yontem ilke olarak salnamedeki bitln postahanelere uygulanabilir. Bu bildiride, kavrami somutlastirmak
amaclyla érnek olarak Edirne segilmistir. Edirne’nin salnamede tanimli yol aglar olan Edirne—Kalas, Edirne—
Vidin ve Edirne—Manastir'in omurga ve yan yollaryla toplam uzunlugu 684 saattir. Postahanenin 1842
Mart'indaki hasilati olan 2.710 kurus 24 para saate cevrildiginde bu agdin yaklasik 158, 1850 Mart'indaki 8.966
kurug 31 para ise 524 katina karsilik gelmektedir. Ortak aylar (Mart—Nisan—Mayis) ortalamasinda digum
katsayisi 1842'de 159, 1850'de 423 olup, iki yil arasinda iletisimsel hacim 2.66 kat artmistir. Buna karsilik yol ad
bilindigi kadariyla sabit kalmistir.

Bildirinin amaci kesin bir sonug ortaya koymak dedil, uygulanabilir bir yontem 6nerip bunu konunun
uzmanlariyla tartismaya agmaktadir. Tek basina okunamayan hasilat verileri bu yolla anlamlandirlabilir ve
postahaneler arasi karsilastirma yapilmasina imkén verebilir.

What Silent Figures Reveal: The Concept of Communicative Volume and the
Revenues of the Edirne Post Office

Although the institutional history of the Ottoman postal system has been studied extensively, research
focusing on individual urban post offices remains limited. It is also difficult to interpret the monthly revenue
of a single post office in isolation, since the amount collected does not directly indicate the size of the city,
the length of the route, or the actual volume of communication. This paper proposes a methodological
approach, which | term “Communicative Volume," in order to render such figures more meaningful.

The method is based on a simple conversion. According to the postal tariff, one para was charged for items
weighing up to three dirhams for each hour of distance. By applying this rule, postal revenue can be converted
into units of hours, allowing it to be expressed in the same unit as the postal routes listed in hours in the H. 1263
yearbook. Once the two quantities are reduced to a common unit, it becomes possible to construct a ratio: how
many times greater is the volume of communication generated by a post office than the physical road network
assigned to it? This ratio may be treated as an indicator of the nodal value of a post office within the network.

In principle, the method can be applied to all post offices listed in the yearbook. In this paper, Edirne is
selected as a case study in order to demonstrate the concept. The postal routes assigned to Edirne in
the yearbook—Edirne-Galati, Edirne-Vidin, and Edirne—Monastir—together with their main and subsidiary
roads, amount to a total of 684 hours. When the post office revenue of 2,710 kurus and 24 para for March 1842
is converted into hours, it corresponds to approximately 158 times the length of this network; the revenue of
8,966 kurus and 31 para for March 1850 corresponds to approximately 524 times the network length. Based
on the average of the common months of March, April, and May, the nodal coefficient was 159 in 1842 and
423in 1850, indicating that communicative volume increased by a factor of 2,66 between the two years. By
contrast, the road network appears, as far as can be determined, to have remained unchanged.

The aim of this paper is not to present a definitive conclusion, but rather to propose an applicable method
and open it to discussion among specialists in the field. Revenue data that are difficult to interpret in
isolation may thus be rendered analytically meaningful and may also allow for comparative analysis
between different post offices.
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imparatorlugun Aglari: Osmanli Posta Teskilatini istatistiklerle Okumak (1892-1923)

Haberlesme aglar, modern devlet mekanizmasinin  en dinamik unsurlarindan  biridir.  Osmanli
imparatorlugu'nda da 19. yuzyildan itibaren modernlesme hamlelerinin merkezinde yer alan Posta ve Telgraf
Teskilati, devletin tebaasi ve tasrasiyla kurdugu bagdin en somut géstergesidir. Kurumsal tarine dair calismalar
genellikle idari diizenlemeler ve kronolojik gelisim tzerine yodunlasirken, teskilatin arka planindaki devasa
veri akisl cogunlukla gz ardi edilmektedir. Bu teblig, Osmanli Arsivi Posta Tasnifiigerisinde yer alan ve bugtine
kadar derinlemesine incelenmemis olan “istatistik Alt Fonu"nu arastirmacilara tanitmay! amaglamaktadir.
Toplamda iki dosyadan mutesekkil olan bu 6zel fon, 1892 yilindan imparatorlugun nihayete erdidi 1923 yilina
kadar uzanan otuz yillik kritik bir dénemin istatistiki serilerini barindirmaktadir. S6z konusu evraklar; posta
teskilatinda istihdam edilen personelin niceliksel dékimund, merkez ve tasra arasinda gidip gelen evrak
hacmini, menzil hatlarinin operasyonel durumunu, teskilatin varidat (gelir) ve masraflarini igeren ayrintili
cetvellerden olusmaktadir. Calismada, bahsi gegcen cetveller ve istatistiki veriler analitik bir stizgecten
gecirilerek, Il. Abdulhamid déneminden Cumhuriyet'in ilanina uzanan stregte posta teskilatinin kurumsal
performansi ve mali yapisi ortaya konulacaktir. Bdylece, savaslar ve toprak kayiplarlyla gegen bu otuz
yillik kesitte, burokrasinin haberlesme aglarini ayakta tutma refleksleri sayilar Gzerinden okunacaktir. Netice
itibaryla bu bildiri, Posta Tasnifi Istatistik Alt Fonu'nun kaynak dederini ortaya koyarak, Osmanli haberlesme
tarihine metodolojik ve niceliksel yeni bir perspektif kazandirmayi hedeflemektedir.

Networks of the Empire: Reading the Ottoman Postal Organization through Statistics
(1892-1923)

Communication networks constitute one of the most dynamic components of the modern state apparatus.
In the Ottoman Empire, the Postal and Telegraph Organization, which stood at the center of modernization
efforts from the nineteenth century onward, became one of the most tangible manifestations of the
relationship between the state, its subjects, and the provinces. While studies of institutional history have
generally focused on administrative regulations and chronological development, the vast flow of data
underlying the organization has largely been overlooked.

This paper aims to introduce researchers to the “Statistical Sub-Fonds" (istatistik Alt Fonu) within the Postall
Classification of the Ottoman Archives, a body of material that has not yet been examined in depth.
Consisting of two files in total, this specialized collection contains statistical series covering a critical
thirty-year period from 1892 to 1923, the final years of the empire. The documents comprise detailed tables
recording the number of personnel employed in the postal organization, the volume of correspondence
and official documents circulating between the center and the provinces, the operational condition of the
menzil routes, and the organization’s revenues and expenditures.

By subjecting these tables and statistical data to systematic analysis, the study seeks to reconstruct the
institutional performance and financial structure of the postal organization from the reign of Abdutlhamid |l
to the proclamation of the Republic. In this way, the responses of the Ottoman bureaucracy to the challenge
of sustaining communications networks during three decades marked by wars and territorial losses will be
examined quantitatively.

Ultimately, this paper aims to demonstrate the source value of the Statistical Sub-Fonds of the Postal
Classification and to introduce a new methodological and quantitative perspective to the study of
Ottoman communications history.
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Osmanli Posta Teskilatinda Ticari Dolagimin Glivencesi: Kiymetli Paketler,
Havalenédmeler ve Mali Lojistik (1904)

Osmanli posta teskilat, XIX. ydzyilin sonu ve XX. ylUzylin baslarinda yalnizca haberlesmeyi saglayan
kurum olmasinin yani sira ekonomik dolasimin givenligini saglayan énemli bir lojistik ve mali altyapiya
donusmustdr. Bu ¢alisma, Osmanli Mevzuat-1 Hukukiyesi igerisinde yer alan 1904 tarihli Posta Paketleri
Nizamnamesi, Dd&hili Posta Havalenameleri Hakkinda Nizamname ve kiymeti mukadder mekatibe
iliskin dtzenlemeleri inceleyerek Osmanli posta sisteminin ticari dolasimdaki rolind analiz etmektedir.
Belgeler, posta idaresinin yalnizca mektup tasimadidini; para transferi, dederli evrak sevki ve emtia
dolasimini da belirli  hukuki normlar cergevesinde duzenledigini gdstermektedir. Nizamnamelerde
paketlerin adirlk, hacim, ambalaj ve sevk sartlarinin standartlastinimasi; Gcretlendirme  esaslarinin
belirlenmesi; teslim, iade ve tazmin mekanizmalarinin ayrintili bigimde tanimlanmasi dikkat gekmektedir.
Ayrica sevk varakalar, teslim ilmthaberleri, tahkik kayitlart ve mevduat defterleri gibi uygulamalar,
goénderilerin takibini mimkun kilan gelismis bir burokratik denetim sisteminin varligini ortaya koymaktadir.
Bu duzenlemeler, Osmanli posta teskilatinin ticari dolasimda glvenin tesisi, riskin azaltiimasi ve mali
sorumlulugun belirlenmesi agisindan modern anlamda bir lojistik ve sigorta mekanizmasi islevi gérduguni
gostermektedir. Calisma, XX. yuzyll baslarinda Osmanli posta idaresinin ekonomik aglarin strddrdlebilirligi
ve ticari hareketliligin glvence altina alinmasinda merkezi bir rol oynadigini ileri srmektedir. Bdylece posta
teskilatinin Osmanli modernlesmesi icindeki ekonomik ve kurumsal islevlerine dair yeni bir degerlendirme
sunulmaktadir. Bu ¢calisma Sicill-i Kavanin'den yapilmistir.

Securing Commercial Circulation in the Ottoman Postal Organization: Valuable
Parcels, Money Orders, and Financial Logistics (1904)

By the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the Ottoman postal organization had developed
beyond its role as an institution of communication and had become an important logistical and financial
infrastructure for ensuring the security of economic circulation. This study analyzes the role of the Ottoman
postal system in commercial circulation by examining the 1904 Regulation on Postal Parcels (Posta Paketleri
Nizamnamesi), the Regulation on Domestic Postal Money Orders (Dahili Posta Havalenameleri Hakkinda
Nizamname), and regulations concerning declared-value correspondence (kiymeti mukadder mekatib)
included in the Ottoman legal corpus.

The regulations demonstrate that the postal administration was responsible not only for the transportation
of letters, but also for organizing money transfers, the dispatch of valuable documents, and the circulation
of goods within a defined legal framework. Particularly noteworthy are the standardization of requirements
concerning the weight, volume, packaging, and dispatch of parcels; the determination of tariff principles;
and the detailed regulation of delivery, return, and compensation procedures. In addition, administrative
instruments such as dispatch forms, certificates of delivery, verification records, and deposit registers reveal
the existence of a sophisticated bureaucratic control system that enabled postal items to be traced and
monitored.

These regulations indicate that the Ottoman postal organization functioned, in a modern sense, as a
logistical and insurance mechanism by fostering trust in commercial circulation, reducing risk, and defining
financial liability. The study argues that, by the beginning of the twentieth century, the Ottoman postal
administration had assumed a central role in sustaining economic networks and safeguarding commercial
mobility. It thus offers a new assessment of the economic and institutional functions of the postal organization
within the broader process of Ottoman modernization.

The study is based on the relevant regulations published in Sicill-i Kavanin.
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Eviad-1 SUheda Vergisi Pullari Basilana Kadar Evliad-1 $tiheda’nin Talim ve
Terbiyesigiin Viicuda Getirilecek Miiessesatin idaresine Muktezi Varidat Hakkinda
Kandn-1 Muvakkat Uygulamalarinda Tahsilat Yollari

Balkan ve Trablus savaslar sonrasi cok sayida sehit veren Osmanli imparatorlugu bunlarnn cocuklarinin
barinma ve egditim sorunlarina gare olarak Dardleytamlari tesis etmeye calisir ve bunlarin strdUrtlmesi
icin kaynak aranir iken kendini Birinci Dinya Savasgi iginde bulmustur. Bu amagla 22 Mayis 1331 (3 Haziran
1915) tarihinde’ Eviad-1 Sihedd'nin Talim ve Terbiyesi icin vicuda getirilecek miessesatin idaresine muktezi
varidat hakkinda Kandn-1 muvakkat cikarilmis olup Eviéd-1 Stihedd Vergisi olarak adlandirimistir. Kanun
cikariimasinda buytk rold olan Maarif Nazin Ahmet Stkri Bey ayni zamanda Sadlik sorunlari nedeniyle
gorevden izin alan Posta ve Telgraf Naziri Oskan Efendiye Vekalet etmektedir. Kandn-1 Muvakkata gore:
Posta Muhaberat varakalarindan 10 para, Taahhitld mektuplardan 20 Para, kiymetli mektup ve posta
havalelerinden 1 kurus, Dahili telgraf namelerinden her bes kurusu icin 10 para, dahili telgraf havalelerinin
her lirasi icin 10 para Vergi alinacagdi belirtiimistir. Ancak bu verginin ne sekilde alinacadi veya tahsil edilecedi
konusu o tarihte acikliga kavusmamistir.

S6zU gecen Kanln-1 Muvakkat da olusturulacak muessesatin masraflarini karsilamak amaciyla yapilan
uygulamalarin 1332 yili basina kadar gegerli olacadi belirtilmistir. 30 Eylal 1915 (17 Eylul 1331) tarihinde énceki
posta pullari Gzerine istanbul Arsak Garoyan matbaasinda Ay iginde ‘Eviéd-1 Stihedd Vergisi’ ibaresi ve 1331
yazisi ile Alti koseli yildiz strsarji 18 cesit pula basilimistir. Pullar basilana kadar veya bazi posta merkezlerine
ulasana kadarki stregte baska pullar bu amag igin kullaniimistir. Codunlukla 1914 Londra baskisi serinin
pullar kullanilmigsa da Evliad-1 SUhedd Vergisi Pullar basilana kadar gesitli tasarlanmis mahrler bu stregte
kullanim alani bulmustur. Bu stiregte kullaniimis olan alternatif uygulamalardan bahsedilecektir.

Methods of Revenue Collection under the Temporary Law on the Revenues Required
for the Administration of Institutions Established for the Education and Training of the
Children of Martyrs, Prior to the Issuance of the Evidd-1 $lihedé Tax Stamps

Following the Balkan Wars and the Italo-Turkish War, the Ottoman Empire suffered a large number of military
casualties and sought to address the housing and educational needs of the children of fallen soldiers through
the establishment of Dartleyt&ms. While efforts were under way to secure sustainable financial resources for
these institutions, the empire found itself drawn into the First World War. To this end, on 22 May 1331 (3 June
1915), a provisional law entitled Kanin-1 Muvakkat concerning the Revenues Required for the Administration
of Institutions to Be Established for the Education and Upbringing of the Children of Martyrs was enacted.
The levy introduced under this law came to be known as the Evidd-i Sihedd Tax. Ahmed Sukru Bey, the
Minister of Education, who played a major role in the enactment of the law, was at the same time acting on
behalf of Oskan Efendi, the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, who had taken leave for health reasons.

According to the Provisional Law, a tax of 10 para was to be levied on postal correspondence forms, 20 para
on registered letters, 1 kurus on insured letters and postal money orders, 10 para for every 5 kurus charged on
domestic telegrams, and 10 para for every lira transferred through domestic telegraphic money orders. However,
the manner in which these taxes were to be collected or administered had not yet been clarified at the time.

The Provisional Law stipulated that the measures introduced to finance the expenses of the institutions
in question would remain in force until the beginning of 1332. On 30 September 1915 (17 September 1331),
eighteen different postage stamps were overprinted at the Arsak Garoyan Printing House in Istanbul with
a six-pointed star surcharge containing the inscription "Evidd-1 SiUhedd Vergisi” within a crescent, together
with the date 1331. Until these stamps were printed and distributed to certain postal centers, other postage
stamps were used for the same purpose. Although stamps from the 1914 London-printed issue were used
most frequently, various specially designed handstamps and seals were also employed until the official
Eviad-1 SUhedd Tax stamps became available.

This paper will examine the alternative practices employed during this transitional period before the
dedicated Eviad-1 Sihedd& Tax stamps entered regular use.
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Osmanli’dan Cumhuriyet’'e Posta Efemeralarinin Tarihsel Tanikhigi

Osmanli imparatorlugu’nun son dénemlerinde modernlesme cabalarinin en somut yansimalarindan biri
olan haberlesme agdlar, telgrafin yayginlasmasi ve posta sisteminin gelisimiyle birlikte toplumsal ve kulturel
bir donlstimU de beraberinde getirmistir. Bu ¢alisma, Osmanl dénemi telgraf ve kartpostal gibi posta
efemeralarini, sadece estetik birer obje dedil, ddnemin sosyal, ekonomik ve diplomatik iliskilerini belgeleyen
birer birincil kaynak olarak ele almayl amaglamaktadir. Telgraflar Gzerinden haberlesmenin hiz kazanmasi
ve kartpostallar Gzerinden gundelik hayatin, mimari dokunun ve toplumsal alginin gorsellestiriimesi;
imparatorlugun modern dunyaya eklemlenme surecini gdzler &nine sermektedir. Bildiride, 6zel
koleksiyonumuzda bulunan 6zgin efemera érnekleri Uzerinden, Osmanli'nin son dénemindeki haberlesme
kalttranun teknik altyapisi, estetik tercihleri ve bu belgelerin tarihsel stiregteki taniklik glict analiz edilecektir.
Bu efemeralar, imparatorluktan ulus devlete gecis strecindeki sureklilik ve kopuslari, giindelik haberlesmenin
degisen dinamikleri Uzerinden okumamiza olanak taniyan énemli gdstergeler olarak dederlendirilecektir.

The Historical Testimony of Postal Ephemera from the Ottoman Empire to the
Republic

One of the most tangible manifestations of modernization efforts in the late Ottoman Empire was the
development of communications networks. The expansion of the telegraph and the growth of the postal
system brought about not only technical change, but also broader social and cultural transformation.
This study aims to examine Ottoman postal ephemera, such as telegrams and postcards, not merely as
aesthetic objects, but as primary sources documenting the social, economic, and diplomatic relations of
the period.

The acceleration of communication through the telegraph and the visual representation of everyday life,
architectural environments, and social perceptions through postcards reveal the ways in which the empire
became increasingly integrated into the modern world. Drawing on original examples of ephemera from our
private collection, this paper analyzes the technical infrastructure and aesthetic preferences that shaped
the culture of communication in the late Ottoman period, as well as the evidentiary value of these materials
as historical witnesses.

These ephemera will be evaluated as significant indicators that make it possible to trace both continuities
and ruptures in the transition from empire to nation-state through the changing dynamics of everyday
communication.
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Osmanli imparatorlugu Posta Tegkilatinda UPU Uyeliginden Once Kullaniimaya
Baslanan Damga Tipleri

Posta damgalari, posta tarihinin esas inceleme konusu olan posta isleminin, zamani, yeri, glizergdhi ve idari
kosullarini belgeleyen resmi kayitlar oldugundan, posta tarihinin en énemli birincil kaynaklar arasinda yer
alirlar.

1840 da kurulan Osmanl Posta Teskilatinin Universal Postal Union (UPU) Gyeligine kadar (1 Temmuz 1875)
kadar olan zaman diliminde kullanmis oldugu damgalar 2 ana bélimde toplayabiliriz:

1. Tek Lisanli damgalar
2. Cift Lisanl damgailar.

Genel kullanim olarak, UPU Uyeliginden énce, kullanilan damgalarin ¢ok buyiik kismi, tek lisanli (lisan olarak
Osmanlica) damgalardir. Az bir miktarda da gift lisanli (Osmanlica ve Fransizca) olarak kullaniimig damgalar
da vardir. Bunlarin buyuk bir bdlumu de telgraf damgalaridir.

Cogunlugu teskil eden tek lisanli damgalari ise tiplerine gére 10 ayri baslik altinda incelemek mumkundar.
Bildirimizin amaci butin bu damgalar érnekleri ile gostererek kullanim tarihleri ve yerlerini belirtmeye
calismaktir.

Types of Postmarks Introduced in the Ottoman Imperial Postal Organization Prior to
UPU Membership

Postal markings constitute some of the most important primary sources for postal history, as they serve as
official records documenting the time, place, route, and administrative conditions of postal operations,
which lie at the core of postal-historical research.

The postal markings used by the Ottoman Postal Organization from its establishment in 1840 until its
accession to the Universal Postal Union (UPU) on 1 July 1875 may be classified into two principal categories:

1. Monolingual postal markings
2. Bilingual postal markings

Before UPU membership, the overwhelming majority of postal markings in use were monolingual and
inscribed in Ottoman Turkish. A smaller number of bilingual markings, bearing inscriptions in both Ottoman
Turkish and French, were also employed; a considerable proportion of these were telegraph markings.

The monolingual markings, which constitute the majority of the surviving examples, may themselves be
classified into ten distinct types according to their formal characteristics.

The aim of this paper is to present examples of these postal markings and, insofar as possible, to identify
their dates and places of use.
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Osmanli Posta Tarihinde Miirekkep

Osmanli posta tarihinde simdiye dek hi¢ incelenmemis bir konu posta damgalarinda kullanilan murekkeptir.
Pullu veya pulsuz mektuplarda Ucretin alindi@i veya Ucret karsiidr zarfa yapistinlan pulun iptalini gdsteren
iptal damgasinin igerigi olan murekkep aslinda oldukga dnemli ve tarihsel agidan cok renkli bir konu olarak
karsimiza gikmaktadir. Bunun en dénemli nedeni Osmanli déneminde murekkebin gerek yazma eserlerde
gerek hatlarda gok ¢esitli kullanimidir. Osmanli yazma eserleri incelendiginde agirlikli olarak siyah renkli is
murekkebi kullanilmistir. Basliklarda ise cogunlukla kirmizi ve tonlarindaki mtrekkep kullaniimistir. Basliklarda
kullanilan kirmizi tonlarindaki renklerden daha cok bordoyu andiran renkteki murekkep la'li marekkeptir.
La“li marekkebin temel hammaddesi Kosinil olarak da bilinen, bilimsel adi Dactylopius Coccus Costa adli
bocektir. Kaktuste yetisen bécek, gineste kurutularak muhafaza edilir. istanbul'da Millet Kutiphanesi'nde
Ali Emirf boliminde 809 numaraya kayith mecmuada yedi farkll yerde la'li murekkep tarifi bulunmaktadir.
Osmanlida kullanilan bir diger murekkep ise is murekkebidir ve toplanmasi ile temini oldukga ilging detaylar
gostermektedir. Kaynaklarda dedisik formulleri hakkinda bilgi verilen is mirekkebinin yapilis tarzi zamanla
giderek sadelesmistir: Is, zamk mahldli ve saf su bilesenleri olusturmaktadir. Stizulmis ve bekletilmis boza
kivamindaki Arap zamki mahldli tas havana konup igine azar azar is atilarak tas tokmak yardimiyla zamka
yedirilir. Is havalandigi icin birden konulmayip yavas yavas karnstirlir ve tokmakla dévillmeye baslanir.
Koyulastikga su eklenir. is murekkebinin, zamanla higbir surette solmadigindan sollsyon tarzindaki Bati usull
murekkebe karsi UstUnltgu vardir.

Viyana'dan getirildigi igin -Beg rihi denilen bir gesit yaldiz kirpintisi da kullanilmigtir. Bu rih, is murekkebi
kurudugu zaman, iginde gok glizel géruntu verir. Prefilatelik zarflarda 6zellikle adres ve génderen bilgisinin Rih
kullanilan murekkeple yazildigr gorulebilir. Bir diger gesit ise Zirnik murekkebidir. Zirik adiyla bilinen tabiattaki
arsenik sUlfdr tasinin ezildikten sonra Arap zamki mahldld ile kanistinimasiyla sari renkli, ancak ¢cabuk solan bu
murekkep elde edilir.

1900'10 yillarin basgina dogru artan ihtiyag ve yodun kullanim Bat'idan getirilen ve petrol icerigi &n planda
olan murekkeplerin kullanimini giindeme getirmistir. Postada kullanilan damga mirekkebi daha sonralar
iIstampa murekkebi olarak adlandiriimis olup, belgelerin net, kalici ve tahrif edilemez olmasi icin &zel olarak
Uretilmeye baslanmistir.

Bu arastirmamizda posta teskilatinda kullanilan ve pullariiptale yarayan mirekkebin olasi gesitleri ve icerikleri
arastirimis olup, kronolojik olarak kullanilan mtrekkeplerin dagiim ézellikleri, renkleri, Osmanli cografyasina
godre gesitleri arastinimaya calisiimistir. On galisma ve arastirma niteliginde olan bu incelemenin daha detayli
ve bilimsel arastirmalara igik tutacadini dustintyoruz.

Ink in the Ottoman Postal History

One subject that has so far remained largely unexplored in Ottoman postal history is the ink used in postal
markings. The ink employed in cancellation marks —whether on stamped or unstamped letters— to indicate
the payment of postage or to invalidate an adhesive stamp affixed to an envelope is, in fact, a significant
and historically rich field of inquiry.

One of the mainreasons for this lies in the wide variety of inks used in the Ottoman period, bothin manuscripts
and in calligraphic works. Examination of Ottoman manuscripts shows that black soot-based ink was used
predominantly, while headings were often written in red and its various shades. Among the reddish tones
used for headings, a darker, burgundy-like ink known as la’li ink was particularly notable. The principal raw
material of la’lfink was cochineal, derived from the insect scientifically known as Dactylopius coccus Costa.
The insect, which lives on cacti, was dried in the sun and preserved for later use. A miscellany registered
as no. 809 in the Ali Emiri Collection of the Millet Library in Istanbul contains seven separate recipes for the
preparation of la’liink.

34



Another type of ink widely used in the Ottoman period was soot ink, whose collection and preparation
involved a number of noteworthy procedures. Although historical sources record several different formulas,
the method of producing soot ink became progressively simpler over time. Its basic components consisted
of soot, a gum solution, and purified water. A filtered and rested solution of gum arabic, with a consistency
similar to boza, was placed in a stone mortar, and soot was gradually added and worked into the gum
with a stone pestle. Since soot is easily dispersed into the air, it had to be added slowly and mixed carefully
before being thoroughly ground. Water was added as the mixture thickened. Soot ink had an important
advantage over Western —style solution— based inks in that it did not fade over time.

A form of metallic powder known as Beg rihi, so called because it was imported from Vienna, was also
used. Once the soot ink had dried, this powder produced a highly distinctive visual effect. On pre-philatelic
covers, address and sender information can sometimes be seen written with inks containing such metallic
particles. Another variety was zirnik ink. This yellow ink, which faded relatively quickly, was produced by
crushing the naturally occurring arsenic sulfide mineral known as zirnik and mixing it with a gum arabic
solution.

Toward the beginning of the twentieth century, growing demand and increasingly intensive use brought
into circulation imported Western inks, particularly those with petroleum-based components. The ink used
for postal markings later came to be known as stamp-pad ink and began to be specially manufactured in
order to ensure that impressions on documents were clear, permanent, and resistant to alteration.

This study investigates the possible types and compositions of inks used within the postal organization for
cancelling postage stamps. It also seeks to examine, in chronological perspective, the distribution patterns,
colors, and regional variations of these inks across the Ottoman geography. As a preliminary study, this
research is intended to provide a foundation for more detailed and scientifically grounded investigations
in the future.
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Postasiz Mal Olmaz! Erken Tanzimat D6neminde Posta Yoluyla Tapu Génderimi
Tartigmalari

1840l yillarin baslarindan itibaren kisisel tasarruf hakkinin olusum stirecinde, Osmanli merkezi burokrasisi
6nceki dénemlerde tapu-senet islerinde yer alan ve sahib-i arz olarak tanimlanan aktorleri yerel ve
merkezdeki idari yapilanmanin denetimine almaya galismistir. Bu denetim ¢abalari, her ne kadar 1840'li
yillarin éncesine uzansa da Tapu Nizamnamesi ile giderek hizlanan bigimde tasradaki arazi senetlerinin
posta yoluyla tasinmasi ve tapunun bu yolla génderilmesi htikim altina alinirken posta teskilatinin islerligi
ve verimliligi de zaten buyUk fay hatlar igeren mulkiyet rejimi insasini daha da gekismeli bir yola sokmustur.
Bu calisma; 6zellikle bu dénemden itibaren Anadolu'nun farkl cografyalarinda, gerek yolsuzluk gerek
zulme acik bir sistem olarak addedilen posta yoluyla arazi senet ve mazbatalarinin tasinmasi hususunun
mucadeleci dogasina yogunlasirken bizzat Osmanli burokratlarn tarafindan posta teskilati icin Gretilen
verimlilik-verimsizlik, bozulma-iyi isleme, yolsuzluk-denetim gibi ikircikli tespitlerin arka planini mercek
altina alacaktir. Osmanl posta/menzil teskilati hakkindaki polemikler hi¢ stiphesiz ki 19 ylzyilla ézgin
degildi; her ne kadar 18. yuzyll sonunda menzilhanelerin ticari amaglarla kullanildigr séylemi Osmanli
yazismalarinin temel motifi olsa da 1840l yillardan 1860'lara kadar aralikli olarak devam eden kavgalar,
Tanzimat elitlerinin hem kendi iclerindeki ayrismalarini hem de posta mekanizmalarini ézellikle muhtekir
olarak siniflandirdiklart ticcar kesimi ve tasra idarecilerin kendi cikarlar dogrultusunda kullanmasina
yonelik suclamalarini icermekteydi. Nitekim posta teskilatinin unsurlar, bu dénemde vurgulanirken
posta tatarlar, postahanelerin durumu, posta UGcretleri devamli Gst basliklar olarak ele alinmis; kaza
mudourleri, tasra idarecileri, yerel ticcar ve ileri gelenlerin gikar ve tutumlar da dederlendirmelerin igine
dnemsiz maddelermis gibi katiimistir. Oysa ¢alismada incelenecek &rnekler, bu durumun tam tersini
gostermektedir ya da ele alinan dénemdeki bu tarz betimlemelerin en azindan bilingli bir tercih olduguna
isaret etmektedir. Bu perspektiften hareketle sunumum, Tanzimat'in erken dénemlerine iliskin, posta
teskilati ve haberlesme Uzerine merkez tarafindan Uretilen metinlerin son derece tarafl ve kasith bigimde
posta teskilatinin yetersizligine odaklandigini gbsterecek; daha sonra literatirde de genel kabul gdrecek
olan posta teskilatinin yetersizligi metaforuna politik bir ayna tutacaktir. Calisma bunu yaparken ayni
zamanda Osmanli posta teskilatinin isleyisinde genellikle géz ardi edilen konulardan biri olan gevresel
dinamiklerin bu értntulerin genel cercevesinin gizilmesindeki &nemine de isaret edecektir. Yeni olusturulan
Posta Nezareti'nin isleyisi, posta tatarlarinin kullanimi, Gcretler ve tapuya dair arazi senetlerinin intikal,
ferag mahlUliyet islemlerinden sonra postayla tasinmasi meseleleri birer minakasa sahasi olusturmalari
yaninda Anadolu’'nun kuzeybati, orta ve glineydogdu bélgelerini cok ciddi bigimde vuran kuraklik yillarina
rastlamaktaydi. Bargir ve araba temininin zorlagsmasi, devletin posta katirlari igin hayvan yetistiriciligine
daha agresif bicimde yénelmesi ve tasradaki unsurlarin kurakliktan farkl sekillerde etkilenmesi (bazi
bolgelerdeki ticcar gruplarin ciddi bir kér elde etmesi, disar yonli yodun kéylU hareketliligi ve pazara
mal c¢ikarmada farkll tavirlarnn takinilmasi), aslinda posta teskilatinin verimsizliginden ziyade posta
tartigmalarinin asil unsurlarinin Tanzimat'in politik ekonomiginde ve Osmanli toplumsal formasyonunda
aranmasi gerektigini géstermektedir. Bu ¢alisma ingiliz konsolosluk evraklaryla Osmanli arsivindeki farkli
fonlardaki belgeleri, istikraz-g&¢ defterlerini ve seriyye sicillerini kullanacaktir.

No Property Without the Post! Debates over the Postal Dispatch of Title Deeds in the
Early Tanzimat Period

Fromthe early1840s onward, as the concept of individual rights of disposal over property beganto take shape,
the Ottoman central bureaucracy sought to bring under the supervision of local and central administrative
structures those actors who had previously played a role in land-title and deed transactions and who
were defined as sahib-i arz. Although such attempts at control predated the 1840s, they accelerated with
the Land Regulation (Tapu Nizamnamesi). As the transmission of provincial land deeds by post, and the
dispatch of title documents through the postal system, came to be regulated more systematically, the
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effectiveness and efficiency of the postal organization added a further layer of contestation to the already
deeply fractured process of constructing a new property regime.

This study focuses particularly on the contentious character of transporting land deeds and official land
certificates by post across different regions of Anatolia from this period onward, a system regarded as
vulnerable both to corruption and to abuse. At the same time, it examines the background to the ambivalent
assessments produced by Ottoman bureaucrats themselves concerning the postal organization: efficiency
versus inefficiency, deterioration versus proper functioning, and corruption versus supervision.

Debates over the Ottoman postal and menzil organization were by no means unique to the nineteenth
century. Although the claim that menzilhanes had come to be used for commercial purposes became
a recurring motif in Ottoman correspondence from the late eighteenth century onward, the disputes
that continued intermittently from the 1840s into the 1860s also reflected divisions among Tanzimat
elites themselves. These disputes further incorporated accusations that postal mechanisms were being
exploited for private interests by merchants —particularly those classified as monopolists— and by provincial
administrators.

Indeed, in contemporary discussions of the postal organization, postal Tatars, the condition of post offices,
and postal charges were repeatedly treated as principal headings, while the interests and conduct of
district governors, provincial administrators, local merchants, and notables were incorporated into these
assessments almost as secondary considerations. The cases examined in this study, however, suggest
precisely the opposite, or at the very least indicate that such representations during the period were the
result of a deliberate discursive choice.

From this perspective, the presentation will demonstrate that texts produced by the central administration
concerning the postal organization and communications in the early Tanzimat period were highly partial
and deliberately focused on the alleged inadequacies of the postal system. It will therefore cast a political
light on the metaphor of postal inefficiency that would later become broadly accepted in the secondary
literature. At the same time, the study will emphasize the importance of environmental dynamics, a factor
generally neglected in studies of the Ottoman postal organization, in shaping the broader framework within
which these patterns emerged.

The functioning of the newly established Ministry of Posts (Posta Nezareti), the employment of postal
Tatars, postal charges, and the transmission by post of land deeds following transactions involving
transfer, relinquishment, and escheat all became fields of dispute at a time when severe drought affected
northwestern, central, and southeastern Anatolia. The growing difficulty of procuring horses and carts, the
state’s increasingly aggressive efforts to promote animal breeding for the supply of postal mules, and the
uneven impact of drought on provincial society —where merchant groups in some regions made substantial
profits, rural populations migrated outward in large numbers, and different strategies were adopted for
bringing goods to market— suggest that the main determinants of these postal controversies should be
sought not primarily in the inefficiency of the postal organization itself, but in the political economy of the
Tanzimat and in the broader structure of Ottoman social formation.

The study draws on British consular records, documents from various collections in the Ottoman Archives,
loan and migration registers, and Sharia court records.
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Sarkl $évalyeler: Osmanli Devleti’'nde Posta Tatarlari

Osmanli Devleti'nin kurulusundan itibaren haberlesmeyi saglayan goérevliler farkli isimlerle anilmistir. Kurulus
dénemindeki yaya postacilara “Peyk” ismi verilirken, menzil sistemiiile birlikte bu goérevi Ustlenen kisilere “Ulak”
ismi verilmistir. Ulaklar &zellikle tatarlar arasindan secildiginden “Posta Tatar” olarak da adlandirnlmislardir. |.
Abdulhamid déneminde buisi yapanlarin segilmesive egitiimesiigin “Tataran Ocadi” kurulmustur. Baslangigta
binicilikteki maharetleri sebebiyle Tatarlardan segilen bu gérevlilerin, zamanla farkl milletlerden kisileri de
kapsayan meslekibir unvana déntstigu gortlmusttr. Calismamiz literatlrde az sayida galismada haklarinda
dadinik ve eksik olarak bilgi verilen posta tatarlarina farkl bir perspektiften yaklagsmaktadir. Tatarlarin
yasam bicimlerini, calisma sartlarini ve gundelik pratiklerini incelemeyi amaclamaktadir. Bu kapsamda
Osmanli Devlet Arsivleri'nde yer alan Posta Tatarlarina dair talimatnameler transkribe edilmis ve maddeler
Uzerinden bir galisma semasi cikartilmisti. Calismada arsiv belgeleri, nizamnameler, talimatnameler,
seyahatnameler ve hatiratlar gibi birinci elden kaynaklardan yararlaniimistir. Bu kaynaklar 1si§inda posta
tatarlarinin gok yoénli bir bicimde incelenmistir. Tatarlarin yolculuklarda nasil tehlikelerle karsilastiklari, gdrev
tanimlarnnin disina giktiklar durumlar, postacilik disinda yaptiklari isler ve baslarina gelen ilging olaylar canli
ornekler Uzerinden anlatilarak somut bir portre gizilmeye galisiimistir. Ayrica tatarlarin gérev sirasinda nasil
giyindikleri, iagelerini yol tzerindeki menzilhanelerden nasil sadladiklari, nasil giyindikleri ve ne yiyip/igtikleri
gibi insani ozellikleri de ortaya konmustur. Yabanci seyyahlarin “sarkli sévalyeler” olarak tanimladigi posta
tatarlarina dair ayrintill gézlemleri de titizlikle incelenmistir. Boylece haberlesme tarihi literatUrimuzdeki bir
boslugun doldurulmasina ve gelecekte yapilacak ¢alismalara kaynak saglamak hususunda mitevazi bir
adim atilmistir.

Knights of the East: Postal Tatars in the Ottoman Empire

From the foundation of the Ottoman Empire onward, the officials responsible for communications were
known by different names. Foot couriers employed during the early period were called peyk, while those
who assumed this role within the menzil system came to be known as ulak. Since these couriers were
selected particularly from among Tatars, they were also referred to as "Postal Tatars.” During the reign of
Abdulhamid |, the Tataran Ocagi was established for the selection and training of those engaged in this
service. Initially chosen from among Tatars because of their skill in horsemanship, these officials gradually
came to represent a professional designation that included individuals from different ethnic backgrounds.

This study approaches the Postal Tatars from a different perspective, as the existing literature provides only
limited, scattered, and incomplete information about them. It aims to examine their way of life, working
conditions, and everyday practices. Within this framework, instructions concerning Postal Tatars preserved
in the Ottoman Archives were transcribed, and an analytical framework was constructed on the basis of
their individual provisions. The study draws on primary sources including archival documents, regulations,
instructions, travel accounts, and memoirs.

In light of these sources, Postal Tatars are examined from multiple perspectives. The study seeks to construct
a vivid and concrete portrait by discussing the dangers they encountered during their journeys, instances
in which they acted beyond the limits of their official duties, the work they performed in addition to postal
service, and the unusual incidents they experienced. It also explores more personal aspects of their lives,
including how they dressed while on duty, how they obtained provisions from menzilhanes along their routes,
and what they ate and drank. The detailed observations of foreign travelers, who described Postal Tatars
as "Eastern knights,” are likewise examined carefully.

In this way, the study seeks to make a modest contribution toward filling a gap in the historiography of
communications and to provide a source base for future research.
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Kuguk Vapur Sirketlerinin Gemilerinde Kurdugu Postaneler: Amirote, Bell’s Asia Minor
ve Morton Ornegi

1850'li yillardan 1870Q'li yillarin ortalarina kadar siren bir dénemde faaliyet gosteren irili ufakl bazi vapur
kumpanyalarinin da posta hizmeti verdidini belirtmek yerinde olacaktir. Bunlar, kapitilasyon postahaneleri
gibi devletler tarafindan dedil, 6zel izinlerle calisan posta ve tasimacilik sirketleridir ki, Osmanli sahillerinde
sube agmaksizin kendileri birer postahane gibi isleyen gemilerde hizmet vermislerdir.

Amirote Vapur Kumpanyasi 1857 yilinda, yani Osmanli imparatorlu§unda posta pulu  kullaniminin
baslamasindan yaklasik 5 yil énce kendi pullarini ve 6ézel posta damgasini kullanarak Osmanli kiyilarinda
posta tasimaciligr yapmistir. Digeri de "Bell's Asia Minor Steamship Company” dir. Bu sirketin kurulus yeri
konusunda bir kesinlik yoktur. Sirketin izmir'de ve ingiltere'de Glasgow sehrinde kuruldugunu belirtimektedir.
Osmanli karasularinda posta hizmeti veren ve hukuki olarak Bell's Asia Minor sirketiyle ayni statlye sahip
diger bir sirket de Morton Vapur Kumpanyasidir. Bu sirketin asil adi T.B. Morton & Co. Adi altinda 1855 yilinda
istanbul'da kurulmustu. Morton Buharli gemi Sirketi, Osmanli baskenti ile Karadeniz limanlar arasinda ve bir
de Danube (Tuna) nehri tizerinden ibralia’ya kadar olan bélgede mektup, paket ve kargo tasimistir.

Arastirmaninkonusu: Osmanlisinirlariicinde 6zelizinle faaliyet gdsteren Ug sirketin faaliyetleriniincelemektedir.

Metot: Arastirmanin esasini yerli ve yabanci kaynaklar, arsiv kaynaklari, streli yayinlar olusturmaktadir. Bunu
yaparken analiz ve elestiriye dayali bir metot tercih edilmistir.

Sonug: Osmanli devleti htkimranhi@i altinda galisan ve diger Osmanli Devleti hukmi sahislarindan farkli
muamele gdérmeyen ve sonug olarak en azindan ¢alistiklar yer itibariyle tamamen Osmanli Devleti idaresi
altinda sayilan sirketlerdi.

Post Offices Established Aboard the Ships of Small Steamship Companies: The Cases
of Amirote, Bell’s Asia Minor, and Morton

It is important to note that, from the 1850s until the mid-1870s, a number of steamship companies of varying
size also provided postal services. Unlike the capitulatory post offices operated by foreign states, these were
privately authorized postal and transportation companies. Rather than opening branch offices along the
Ottoman coasts, they provided postal services directly aboard their vessels, which effectively functioned
as mobile post offices.

The Amirote Steamship Company began carrying mail along the Ottoman coasts in 1857, approximately five
years before the introduction of postage stamps in the Ottoman Empire, using its own stamps and special
postal cancellations. Another company was Bell's Asia Minor Steamship Company. There is no certainty
regarding the place in which this company was established; sources variously state that it was founded in
izmir or in Glasgow, Britain. Another company that provided postal services in Ottoman territorial waters
and enjoyed a legal status similar to that of Bell's Asia Minor was the Morton Steamship Company. Its official
name was T. B. Morton & Co., and it was established in Istanbul in 1855. The company transported letters,
parcels, and cargo between the Ottoman capital and Black Sea ports, as well as along the Danube as far
as lbralia.

The subject of this study is the activities of these three companies, all of which operated within Ottoman
territory under special authorization.

Methodologically, the study is based on Ottoman and foreign sources, archival documents, and periodicals,
and adopts an analytical and critical approach.

The study concludes that these companies operated under Ottoman sovereignty and were not treated
differently from other legal entities subject to the Ottoman state. Accordingly, at least within the territories in
which they operated, they should be regarded as companies functioning fully under Ottoman administrative
authority.
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Kirnm Savasinda Haberlesme Hizmetlerinde Yenilik ve Organizasyon: Varaka-i
Mahsisa ve ildve Numaralarla Telgrafin Tellerinden Gazete Siitunlarina Haber
Akiginin Artirilan Hizi

Teblig bashginin metinle olmasi gereken uyumu dikkate alindiginda, Osmanli Posta Tarihi ile ilgili halihazir
sempozyumda bizim, Kinm Savasl ve bu savas sirasinda cephelerdeki gelismelerin, suratli ve saglikli bir
akisla, muttefik baskentler Londra, Paris ve ézellikle de istanbul'da yayimlanan sureli basin organlarina
ulastinimasi, bu yolla gazete okuyucularinin gelismelerden en hizl bicimde haberdar edilmesi faaliyetleriyle,
bu gergevede Osmanli Ulkesi 6zelindeki Takvim-i Vekayi ve Ceride-i Havadlis gazetelerinin, dogrudan savas
haberleriyle ilgili olarak yayimlanan ilavelerinin, bir kisim arastirmacilarin dikkatlerden kagmakta olmalari
konusunu degerlendirmeyi hedefledigimiz anlasilir.

Bilindligi gibi Kinm Savasi, gerek Glkemiz ve gerekse o dénemdeki muttefiklerimizingiliz ve Fransiz, karsicephede
yer alan Rus ve ilgi duyan diger birgok millet/ulke arastirmacilarinca, dedisik boyut ve kapsamlardaki cok
sayida ¢alismaya konu edinilmis bulunmaktadir. Bizim tebligimizde alti gizilecek hususlardan ilkini, bu savas
sirasinda haberlesme alaninda telgrafin kullanima baslanmasi, bdylece savas bolgesiyle haberlesme,
onceleri geleneksel kara postacilii ve vapurlarin stratine tabi iken, kurulan telgraf tesisleriyle dnemli dlctide
hiz kazanarak; mesajin, génderen ile alan arasinda dérdtnci unsur olarak telgraf kanaliyla, stratli ve saglikli
bir sistemle hizmete konulmasi olusturmaktadir. Bununla birlikte tebligimizde bu 6nemli konunun, 6zIi bigimde
alti gizilmekle yetinilmeye calisilacaktir. Clinkd hem Mart 198T'de tamamladigimiz Osmanli Devileti’'nde Posta
Teskilat! (Tanzimat Devri) baslikl doktora tezimiz ve daha sonraki bir kisim yayinlarimizda, hem de bizden
dnce gercekten degerli eserler ortaya koyan buyuklerimiz ve &zellikle de Ulkemizde arsivcilik alanindaki
gelismelerin katkilariyla geng arastirmacilar, tlkemiz haberlesme tarihi ve bu gercevede telgrafciiginin
baslangic¢ tarihini yazdilar/yazmaktalar. Biz tebligimizde bunlarin en énemlilerini hatirlatmakla yetinecegiz.
Halihazir tebligimizde ilgi duyanlarin dikkatlerine sunmak istedigimiz ikinci ve daha &zgun konu ise, teblig
basliginda yer verdigimiz Varaka-i Mahsisa ve llave-i Numaralarin Turk Basin Tarihi'nde, dolayisiyla hizli ve
saglikl haberlesmedeki dnemli konumlaridir.

Kinm Savast yillarinda Osmanli baskenti istanbul'da iki Tirkge gazete yayinlanmaktaydi. Bunlar devletin resmi
gazetesi Takvim-i Vekayi ve Ingiliz asilli sahibinin, Osmanli yénetimiyle yakin iliskisi dolayisiyla, yayinlarini
devletin politikalariyla uyumlu bir istikamette strddren ve bu nedenle de yari resmi ifadesiyle nitelenen
Ceride-i Havadis'ti. Takvim-i Vekayi, Saban 1269/Mayis 1853 ile Saban1272/Mayis 1856 tarihleri arasinda,
yani savas déneminde ancak 55 sayi, bunlara ek olarak da, su veya bu sebeple esas gazetenin haricinde
hizla duyurulmasi gereken metinlere yer verdigi, tespit edebildigimiz 17 Varaka-i Mahsdsa, Ceride-i Havadis
ise 164 sayi ve bunlar arasindaki 75 lléve-i Numara seklinde strdurmustar.

Takvim-i Vekayi'nin esas olarak Varaka-i Mahslsa ve diger bazi basliklarla ekler yayinlama uygulamasi
bastan itibaren séz konusu idi, Ceride-i Havadis de bu gelenedi, hangi sayisindan sonra gikarildidini
gdstererek lléve-i Numara ismiyle devam ettirmistir. ilerleyen zaman icerisinde hayat bulan birgok gazete
bu uygulamayi devam ettirmistir. Turk Basin Tarihi'nde bu konuyla ilgili kitap boyutunda mustakil kitap da
yayinlanmis oldudu gibi, genel basin tarihlerinde de yeri geldiginde gerekli bilgiler verilmistir. Biz Takvim-i
Vekayi'nin Varaka-i Mahssalar nesri ile ilgili olarak Xil. Turk Tarih Kongresi'nde (Ankara 12-17 Eylal 1994)'nde
bir teblig sunmus, gerek burada ve gerekse baska bir kisim ¢alismalarimizda bu konuya dedinmistik. Hatta
halihazir tebligimizde kullandigimiz malzemenin énemli bir bolumand de (Kinm/Simferopol 22-24 Mayis
2008)'de toplanan Uluslararast II. Turkoloji Kongresi'nde “Kinm Savasi (1853-1856) ve Turk Basini”, baslikli bir
tebligde degerlendirmis, basilan metnini de TTK KltUphanesi'ne ayri basim olarak vermistik. Bu sonuncu
calisma metninde bizim o dénemde tespit edebildigimiz Varaka-i Mahssa ve iléve-i Numaralar kronolojik
sirastyla gosterilmisti.

Biz halihazir kongreye sunacadimiz tebligimizde, hem bu iki grup metinlerin yeni arastirmalarmizia
zenginlestirdigimiz listelerini ve hem de, olusturdugumuz bir komisyonla, Mart-Haziran 2004 tarihleri arasinda
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TTK Kdtiphanesi'ndeki yazmalar tasnif galismalarnmiz sirasinda tespit ettigimiz bir yazma metninin, esas
olarak Kinm Savasi sirasinda tamami Ceride-i Havadis binyesinde yayinlanan iléve-i Numaralardan
olusturulan bir derleme oldugunu tespit ederek Simferopol'deki tebligimizde eksiksiz bir siralamayla tGglnclt
bir liste olarak vermistik. Bu metinlerden olusan derleme, orijinalleriyle birlikte bugtn kullandigimiz alfabeyle
Ankara, 2013'te TTK yayinlar arasinda Kirm Harbi'ne Déir Notlar ismiyle mustakil bir eser nitelemesiyle
yayimlanmig bulunmaktadir. Sonug olarak biz bu tebligimizde Turk Basin Tarihi'nin dnemli bir ydninu olusturan
Varaka-i Mahsisa ve iléve-i Numaralarla, savas alanindaki gelismelerin énceleri kara postalar ve gemilerle,
mUteakiben Tiirk Posta Tarihi'nin dnemli bir asamasini olusturan telgraf tesisleri vasitasiyla baskent istanbul'a
ulastirnimalarini ve bu gergevede gunimuze intikal eden bir kisim konulari degerlendirmeyi hedeflemekte,

boylelikle kongreye mutevazi dlcide de olsa katki sadlayabilecedimizi disinmekte ve temenni etmekteyiz.

Innovation and Organization in Communication Services during the Crimean War:
Accelerating the Flow of News from Telegraph Wires to Newspaper Columns through
Varaka-i Mahslsa and Supplementary Issues

Considering the necessary coherence between the title and content of a conference paper, it is clear that,
within the framework of the present symposium on Ottoman postal history, our aim is to examine the activities
through which developments on the fronts during the Crimean War were transmitted rapidly and reliably to
the periodical press published in the allied capitals of London, Paris, and especially Istanbul, thereby enabling
newspaper readers to be informed of events as quickly as possible. In this context, particular attention
will be paid to the supplements issued by the Ottoman newspapers Takvim-i Vekayi and Ceride-i Havadis
specifically in connection with war news, a subject that has escaped the attention of some researchers.

Asis wellknown, the Crimean War has been the subject of numerous studies of varying scope and dimensions
by researchers in Turkiye, by scholars from Britain and France, which were allied with the Ottoman Empire
at the time, by Russian scholars representing the opposing side, and by researchers from many other
interested countries. The first issue to be emphasized in this paper is the introduction of the telegraph into
communications during the war. Whereas communication with the theatre of war had previously depended
on the speed of traditional overland postal services and steamships, the establishment of telegraph
facilities considerably accelerated the transmission of information. The message, transmitted between the
sender and the receiver through the telegraphic channel as a fourth component of communication, could
thus be conveyed within a faster and more reliable system.

This important subject, however, will be addressed only briefly in the present paper. The beginnings of postal
and telegraphic communications in the Ottoman Empire have already been examined both in our doctoral
dissertation, The Postal Organization in the Ottoman Empire (The Tanzimat Period), completed in March
1981, and in several of our subsequent publications. Moreover, distinguished scholars before us produced
valuable studies on this subject, while younger researchers, benefiting particularly from developments in
archival studies in Turkiye, have continued to write on the history of communications and the beginnings
of telegraphy in the country. In this paper, we shall therefore limit ourselves to recalling some of the most
important contributions in this field.

The second and more original subject that we wish to bring to the attention of interested scholars concerns
the important place of the Varaka-i Mahstsa and ilave-i Numara, which appear in the title of our paper, in
the history of the Turkish press and, consequently, in the development of rapid and reliable communication.

During the years of the Crimean War, two Turkish-language newspapers were published in the Ottoman
capital, Istanbul. These were the official state newspaper, Takvim-i Vekayi, and Ceride-i Havadis, which,
because of the close relations between its British-born proprietor and the Ottoman administration and
its publication policy broadly aligned with that of the government, has commonly been characterized as
a "semi-official” newspaper. Between Sha'ban 1269/May 1853 and Sha'ban 1272/May 1856, corresponding
approximately to the period of the war, Takvim-i Vekayi published only 55 regular issues. In addition, as far
as we have been able to determine, it issued 17 Varaka-i MahsUsa, which contained texts that, for various
reasons, needed to be announced rapidly outside the regular newspaper. During the same period, Ceride-i
Havadis published 164 regular issues as well as 75 supplements under the title iléve-i Numara.
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The practice of Takvim~-i Vekayi publishing supplements under the title Varaka-i Mahsdsa and other headings
had existed from the newspaper's earliest years. Ceride-i Havadis continued this tradition under the title
llave-i Numara, specifying the regular issue after which each supplement appeared. Many newspapers
founded in subsequent decades adopted the same practice. The subject has been treated both in a

monograph devoted specifically to the issue and, where relevant, in general histories of the Turkish press.

We previously presented a paper on the publication of Varaka-i Mahstsa by Takvim-i Vekayi at the Xllth
Turkish Historical Congress held in Ankara on 12-17 September 1994, and we have also addressed this subject
in a number of other studies. Indeed, a considerable portion of the material used in the present paper was
examined in our paper entitled "The Crimean War (1853-1856) and the Turkish Press,” presented at the
Second International Congress of Turkology held in Crimea/Simferopol on 22—-24 May 2008. A separate
offprint of the published text was subsequently deposited in the Library of the Turkish Historical Society. In
that study, the Varaka-i Mahsisa and llave-i Numara that we had been able to identify at the time were
listed in chronological order.

In the paper to be presented at the current congress, we shall provide updated lists of both groups of texts,
enriched through further research. We shall also revisit a manuscript identified during our work, carried out
by a commission between March and June 2004, to classify the manuscripts in the Library of the Turkish
Historical Society. We determined that this manuscript was essentially a compilation composed entirely
of llave-i Numara published within Ceride-i Havadiis during the Crimean War. In our Simferopol paper, this
material was presented as a third list in complete chronological sequence. The compilation of these texts,
together with reproductions of the originals and transcriptions into the modern Turkish alphabet, was
later published in Ankara in 2013 by the Turkish Historical Society as an independent volume entitled Kirnm
Harbi’'ne Dé&ir Notlar.

In conclusion, this paper aims to examine the Varaka-i Mahsdsa and ildve-i Numara, which constitute
an important aspect of Turkish press history, together with the means by which developments from the
battlefield were transmitted to the capital, Istanbul—initially through overland postal services and ships,
and subsequently through telegraph facilities, which represented a major stage in the history of Ottoman
postal communications. By reassessing a number of related issues that have survived in the historical record,
we hope to make, albeit modestly, a contribution to the present congress.
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