












































208 . ., . le Pasha in order to give their 
tions in the retmue ofP1ya l kn wn copy of his work 1S m 
to the on yun:er Number 768. (216) The 
the tJ sku dar L1brary uest of Cerba, the passage of 
start of the exped1tlon, are narrated in this 
Tripoli and the return to s a l age of the work 1S sm­
which consists of five parts_. Thl e of the Turkish of the 

d reflects the partlcu ar1 les 
cere an 
day. . i ale Pasha's Cerba victory 

Another work pfi hed his work named Fetih-
"tt b N1da1 e ms · · · has been wn. en y . . Nidai's real identlty 1S m-

name-i kal'a-1 Cerbe m 1560. . more artificial as corn-
known. C217) This work's l;ts only known copy is in 

d to the work of ZekerlYaza e) . pare . c218 
the .British Museum Library. 

THE TIMES OF THE 
V OFFICIAL IDSTORIOGRAPHY IN 
tA WGIVER DYNASTIC IDSTORIOGRAPHY . 

• • • (219) ought to be considered a dlf-
Dynast1C hlstorlOgrap?Y historiography. The Ot-

ffi l hool m Ottoman y· d ferent and o ca sc f the Persian poet lr ev-
tornans inspired by the o·pal job of dynastic 

si wrote similar works. The n ofbeing the private hls­
, · thepOSl 10 · th t 

iographers, who were h h as limited to recordmg a 
torians ofOttoT?anp.adls victories and hunting ad­
particular padlshah s ' g the Ottomans Sultan 
ventures. For the first tlrne =::Oned a poet named 
Mehrned the C_onqueror corn history in verse, however, 
(Shehdi) to wnte an Ottoman l t and died before bemg 

· 1 4000 coup e s S lt 
personage wrote y k C220) It is well known that u an 
able to complete his w_or . . f Bitlis and Kernal Pashazade 
Selirn the y avuz had Idr:s o h Selirn I ordered also 

h . t mprose eac · f 
write an Ottoman lS ?.ry d Sucudi to write the history o 
two poets Talu an have no knowledge whether 
their own expedltlons. h hs appointed official dynastlc 
abovernantioned two pa lS a 

historiographers. . t"tutes the second and an 
. d of the Lawgiver cons 1 Thepeno 
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important phase of dynastic historiography. Because this 
padishah assigned a salary c221) not only to the person he ap­
pointed as dynastic historiographer but also to those in the 
position of helpers to him such as painters, gilders and cal­
igraphers. Thus, it can be said that dynastic historiography 
became a palace appointment and assumed an offical 
character in the days of the Lawgiver. c222) 

The first dynastic historiographer of the epoch ofSu1tan 
Siileyman the Lawgiver was Fethullah Arif Qelebi C

223) of 
Persian origin. This man, who was Ibrahim Giil:;;eni's grand­
son on his mother's side, was appointed dynastic historjog­
rapher by Sultan Siileyman c224) with a salary of first 60, then 
70 (silver coins). Arif Qelebi remained at this post un­
til his death in 969/1561-.62. In addition to being versed in 
the sciences of astronomy and geonmetry, he was a master 
of the "divani" calligraphy. c225) Fethullah Arif Qelebi wrote 
the Sehname-i al-i Osman (history of tne Ottoman dynasty) 
in 60000 couplets and presented it to the Lawgiver. 
c226) Sehname consists of five volu'mes. The first volume 
is enbiyaname, that is the history of the prophets. The sec­
ond and third volumes probably concern the emergence of 
Islam and the first Turkish states, the fourth volume the es­
tablishment of the Ottoman state, the fifth volume the per­
iod of Sultan Siileyman the Lawgiver. "Siileymanname" 
which is only the fifth volume of the work, is registered 
under TSM, Treasury, 1517. This Siileymanname which was 
completed in 1558 consists of 617 folios. Moreover it con­
tains 69 valuable miniatures. c227) Fethullah Ariflater start­
ed to write the famed Hiinername, but his life did not suffice 
to write more than a few pages c228) and this work was later 
nearly completed by Seyyid Lokman. 

The second dynastic historiographer of the Lawgiver's 
period was Eflatun $irvani, who succeeded to Fethulla Arif. 
This Turko man from $irvan who coveted Arif s post in the 
latter's lifetime, reached his longed for goal only after his 
predecessor's death and kept this post until his death in 
1569. Eflatun, who used the pseudonym "Hazani" in his Tur-
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kish poeJll.S and the pseudonym "Esiri" in his Persian poems, 
was simultaneously a good calligrapher, a gilder and a pain­
ter of miniatures. It is possible that these talents of his play­
ed a role in his appointment to the post of dynastic histor­
iographer. No is that he wrote three chapters of the Honer­
name started by Fethullah. (230) He was succeeded by Lok­
man, the most famous of Ottoman dynastic historiogra­
phers, who was appointed to this post by Selim II. Hiiner­
name was developed to an important extent by this writer, 
who unfortunately could no finish it. Seyyid Lokman is the 

writer of other works as well. C
231

) 

VI. BIOGRAPIDC WORKS 
Taking into consideration that biography writing was not 

differentiated from history in the XVI Century, mention is 
made below ofbiographic works of the Ottomans was writ­
ten in the days of Sultan Siileyman the Lawgiver. (

232

) The 
first biographic works in prose are the Tezkires. Tezkire 
type works based on accounts books, which are typical ex­
amples of Arab biography writing, have been assigned to 
people in certain professions, certain subjects, and especial-

ly to saints and poets. (
233

) 

Biographical Dictionaries Cfezkireler) 
The first Tezkire among the Ottomans was authored by 

$ehi Bey (died 1548). Our knowledge concerning the life of 
Edirne born Sehi Bey is very limited. However, we know that 
he had been secretary of the council of state to the Lawgiver 
during the latter's days as a crown prince and trustee to cer­
tain soup kitchens for the poor and to Dariilhadis (schools of 
Islamic tradition). (234) Sehi Bey completed his tezkire called 
He~tBihi~t(The Eight Paradises, in 1538. In the first chapter 
of this work, which consists of eight chapters, there is 
mention of the Lawgiver, in the second chapter of former po­
et padishahs and of crown princes, in the third chapter of 

viziers and statesmen in th £ 211 
lars, in the fifth secti~n of e ourth chap~er oflslamic scho-
workwas being written in thoet.s,t~ho died at the time the 
t~e author met and c~nver:e~x . cha?ter of poets, whom 
eighth chapters of young t whith, m the seventh and 
· f h poe s w o we th nes o t e author. He~tBih' t, h' re e contempora-

on future tezkire writin ~~ '!" Ich exerted a big influence 
Istanbul and a versio .g :cials, was published in 1325 in 
Tiibingen. C235) n m erman was published in 1941 in 

. ~he Tezkire of Latifi of Kastam . Its kind. Latifi, a talented t onu IS the second work of 
~a class, but became late;Z~l a~ ~llh ent:r~d first the Ule­
Iskend~r Qelebi. He complete~rhis T~ e .Mr~nster ofFinance 
sented It first to Sultan Siile ikire m 1546 and pre­
a reward he was appointed rn~n and later to Murad III. As 
foundation), he later bec~us eelofthe Eyiip vakfi. (pious 
Rh~des, he finally went to E ~ a c erk of p~blic works in 
Latifi; enumerated th gyp a~d probably died in 1582. czas) 

d 
e poets m al h b · 

se;:e. ample place for their P a. etlcal order, re-
cntlcism when he deem d 't works and did not refrain from 
d e I necessary L t'fi' . 

erous as compared to th t f $ . · a I s style IS pan-
dictionary was published :n ~31~h~. ~he Latifi's biographical 
su~ary of the above work. m stanbul. Moreover, a 
1950 m Tiibingen. The authori~ German was published in 

The third b · h . as other works as well. (237) 

d wgrap Y writer wh ayoftheLawgiverisAhd' Ah, o wrote as tezkire in the 
dad born Ahmet Qelebi ca:Ue met Qelebi (died 1593). Bagh-
ter having lived there for ten to Istanbul as a young man, af­
poets 0~ the day, he returned r:~s am on~ the shcolars and 
there his tezkire whi h h aghdad m 1565 and wrote 
d ' c e named Giil • en of Poets) on this date. Calcul . §en-I §uara CRose Gar-
lue. of ~he letters of the work' . abo~ of the numerical va­
w.hich IS the date on whi h 't s title. grves the number 971 
his tezkire in the nam: o~ ;.:s written. ~di, who penned . 
about the .Lawgiver, Selim II ancrown pnnce ~elim, talks 
th:ee sectwns of the work Th d ~he other pnnces in the 
this tezkire in the final ye~s of ~~~r took up once again e, added the poet san-
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jak governors and financial administrators of the provinces 

to it. (238) 
The Ottoman state's fourth tezkire is Me~'§·§Uara, 

which was authored during the last year ou the Lawgiver's 
period. It was written by A§lk Qelebi. A§lk Qelebi was a 
member of the illema class (Islamic scholar), served as cadi 
in various places and died in Skopje in 1568. (

239
) We have 

mentioned above that A§lk Qelebi, who was the author of 
various works and translations from the Arabic, wrote the 
famous Me§airii'§ ~uara in 1566. After talking about poetry 
and poets in the rather long introduction, the author takes 
up the subject of poet padishahs. He had talks with Latifi, 
but a opposed to him he composed his works in conformity 
with the ebced calculation, that is, in conformity with the nu­
merical values of the letters of the alphabet. A§lk Qelebi 
started writing his work in the days of the Lawgiver, com· 
pleted it after the accession of Selim II to the throne and pre­
sented it to him in 1566. While composing the biographies 
of poets who were his contemporaries, the author described 
quite clearly the social aspects of his time. Thus naming his 
tezkire "Tevarihii' §-§uara", he pointed out that his work was 
a historical source. (240) the facsimile of the A§lk Qelebi tez­
kire was performed in 1971 in London by G.M. Meredith-

Owens with a foreword and notes. 

e§-~akaiku'n -Nu'maniyye 
The first independent and real biographic work written 

about Ottoman scholars and sheikhs is a work of the Law­
giver's period also. e§-~akaiku'n Numaniyye ti ulemai'd · devle· 
ti'l· Osmaniyye authored by Ta§kopriizade Ahmed Efendi is 
the first example of this sort of work. (

241
) Ahmed Efendi, 

mentioned as "Ebii'l-hayr" (Father of the good) and son of a 
family from Ta§koprii, was born in Bursa in 1495. His father 
Muslihiddin Mustafa was a teacher of Selim I. Isamiiddin 
Ahmed, who received his first lessons from his father and 
from his uncle, rose swiftly in the illema profession, worked 

as a professor and cadi at . 213 
of Istanbul in 15 51. but ~sa;wu~ place_s! was appointed cadi 
few years later and he' 

0 
y~sig~t failmg, he was retired a 

his death 1561. C242) Thec~~~efd himself with writing until 
wr?te many valuable works ofr:U~ of ~hmet Efendi, who 
phi character, stems from th IgiOus, hteraryand biogra­
Arabic. (243) In fact th' e abovementioned e§-~akaikin 

h 
. , IS work complet d · 15 

ent us1astic reception in th . e m 58, received an 
lated into Turkish and ~years It was written, was trans-
~akaik all sc_holars ands~~~~:e::rt~ were writte1_1 to it. In the 
Osman Gaz1 to the La · ttoman pad1shahs from 
h wgiVer were tak · 

c apter. The work contai th . en up m a separate 
scholars and sheihs. ns e bwgraphies of some 502 

The author of the tezkire A Ik ~"' . 
Mehmed Haki translated th' § yele?I and Muhtesibzade 
author. The translation ~sworkdurmgthelifetimeofthe 
Mehmed Mecdi of Ed!' an(d'sudpplements accomplished by 

l 
rne 1e 1590) aft · 

p ~ments and tezkire of oets d . .er ~eemg the sup-
qmte a different charact~ i> one before him, gave ~akaik 
not forgetten. Mecdi's ~; u\t~~ nai?e Ta§kopriizade was 
~akaik,but this work h ans a wn IS entitled Hadaiku'§ 
~on of~akaik. Mecdi' s t::n:\w~ys been me~ioned as Transla­
Its translation into Ge a~wn was pubhshed in 1269 and 

N ,. d A rman y. 0. Rescher in 1927 
ev Iza e tayi (died in 163 ) . 

ment titled Hadaiku'l-hakaik ti 
5 w:ot~, a bea~tiful supple-

supplement in the 15th centu tekmileti_§·~akaik to Me"cdi's 
17_24) and later in a more r£ ry. U §~akiza?e Ibrahim (died 
(died in 1732) wrote s ple ect way $eyhi Mehmed Efendi 

d h 
. upp ements to th At · 

un er t e title ofVekayiii'l-fudal e aYl supplement 
Fmdikh who died in the o . a.AndfinallylsmetEfendiof 
wrought the closing link of.t~nmg ~ears of the 20th Century 
work e~titl~d Tekmiletii'§-~~~n of supple.ments ~th his 
ever, this giant work of Ismet h~-1 e~'l-hakaik How­
Fmdikh fire of 1314 ca d ~fend! s burnmg during the 
~cholars who lived in th~s~8t~~ Important _Part of Ottoman 
mto the darkness of hist O~h Centunes to be plunged 
presented by Ismet Efend~~; Abd~ l~os~ parts of the work u amit II are today in the 
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University of Istanbul Library. C244) 

Ta~kopriizade penned a biographic work with title Netayi­
cii'l ahbar before attempting the Sakaik. He narrated in this 
work the lives of philosophers, physicians and astronomers 
who emerged in the Islamic world since the advent oflslam. 

The bibliographic work of this author with title Miftahii's 
saa.de (Key a Happiness) tells about more than 150 
branchnes of science. This work was later translated into 
Turkish by the author's son Kemaleddin Efendi and re­
named Mevzuatii'l-ulum (Laws Gf the Sciences) and present­
ed to Ahmed I. Mevzuatii'l-ulum wascpublished several times 
and translated into German by 0. Rescher. c245

) 

In conclusion, one cannot say that Sultan Siileyman the 
Lawgiver's times, which were in all respects the most brilli­
ant period of Ottoman history, produced such important Ot­
toman historical works as H~t B~t and Ibn Kemal' s Teva­
rih-i al-i Osman written during the reign ofBayezid II as well 
as Kiinhii'l-ahbar (The Essence of news) and Tacii't-tevarih 
(Crown of the Chronicles) written at the end of the 16th Cen­
tury, However, Tabakatii'l-memalik of Celalzade and the his­
tories authored by Matrakc1 N asuh and Bostan are the most 
beatuiful examples of the Siileymanname type. A significant 
increase is also observed during the reign of the Lawgiver in 
the number of gazavatnames, fetihnames and zafernames in 
ver; e as well as in prose. The start ofhistoriography of an of­
ficial character during Sultan Siileyman's reign constitutes 
an important phase of Ottoman historiography. The first 
classical examples of histories embellished with miniatures 
and the first independent examples ofbiographical works in 
prose among the Ottomans are again encountered during 
Sultan Siileyman' s reign. 

NOTES 

1. Ahmedi· he is fr s · . 
82-84) . om was according to Latifi (Tezkire lstanbull814 

. · ' ,pages 
2. Neczp Asmz, ·osmanl! tarihnuvisleri .. . .• 

an:J Chroniclers), Tarih-i Osmani Encr:::e':tvemhlen (Ottoman Historians 
HIStory Council Review) Istanbul1329 ~ MeemleU&S1 (TOEM) (Ottoman 
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$ehabeddin Tekirulag, ·os l! r, . · ,ascwu 7, page 45: M.C. 
Belleum (1971), XXXVIJ4m0an ar6zh55Yazw!lzift"(OttomanHistoriogranhy·l 

3 VL M · • pages -663 "' J , 
· ·. · .enaf?e, ·osmanlz tarihj:iliginin b la · • . . 

HIS tonography) translat,.on· S l'h "' bUf ngwz (Begmmngs of Ottoman 
ru· ' • · a L uz aran, Tarlh Enstitiis-
1n1Story Institute Review) M b . u Dergisi {1ED) 

4. Tekindag, ·selimnames• TEn u';;; er ·/ Istanbull978, pages: 227-240. 
5. Mehmed Tahir of Bursa,' Osm:W.u;::. er.: L p:zge: 197. 

Istanbul 1324 Ill 15 1· Hii.s . G ;.elliflen (OM) (Ottoman Writers) 
page: 2. . . • eym . urdaydm, Matrak~1 Nasuh, Anka;a 1963 

6. Sultan Suleyman the Lawgiver's title of . . . • 
m the Nurosmaniye Library at th nd appreczatwn, ·~ to be found 

7. Nasuhu's-Si~~i, Beyam-1 menazil~ ~fe:.f ~:nuscnpt u~er number 298. 
of the Expedztwn against the 2 C . yn (Declaratwn of the Stages 
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asu • Belleten, Ankara 1965 XXIX/ 1' a wor s of Matrakr:z 

11. One copy of this is to b ~ nd '. he 114, page: 329. 
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12 Th ' . ' 
. IS sefername (account of expedition) . . 
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· h • u more perfectly m 1944 b H," · 
wzt a more extensive introduction about N. h Y . useym G. Yurdaydm 
zts facsimile. asu and hiS works together with 

I 3. A urel Decei turned this piece to account • . .. 
year of his birth ~ Istanbul1953 . as Gift to Fuad Koprulu in the 60th 

14. This work, which is in TSM Tr. pages. 113-124. 
of the Lawgiver in 1542-43 • "'o etashury, llua60~ concerns the Hungary camnaign 
h . · r• r eeva twn f · · "' 
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15 Be . • ' v . 
· Y&n-l menazil (Declaration of the St ) 
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Lawgwer s tzme, must be evaluated . th a, one of the grand vzzzers in the 

20. Yurdaydm has pointed out t . Ln e same manner. 
kemalii'l-hiissab (The beauty :ftc~~ could be read as Cemalii'l-kiittab ve 
well (Belle ten, XXIX/ 114, page 3;3; and the perfection of reckoninf!) as 



216 . . h 1 t bul University Library. TY. 2719. 
21. One copy o( •his worfkh~ tn t : ; ~nthe-Nuruosmaniye Library under Number 
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