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GIRIS

Turk Bilim Tarihgisi Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin hocanin 30 Haziran 2018 tarihinde ebediyete
irtihalini miteakip Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 2019 yilini “Fuat
Sezgin Yili” olarak ilan etmistir. Bu cercevede istanbul Universitesi Fatih Sultan Mehmet
Vakif Universitesi ve Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin islam Arastirmalari Vakf’nin isbirligi, Kiiltiir ve
Turizm Bakanhgi istanbul Kiltiir ve Turizm Mudirligi’'niin destekleriyle 13-15 Haziran
2019'da istanbul’da 1. Uluslararasi Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin islam Bilim Tarihi Sempozyumu
diizenlenmistir. islam bilim tarihi ile ilgili calisma yapan diinya bilim tarihgilerinin katildig
bu sempozyum uzun bir hazirlik safhasi gecirmistir. Sempozyum gergevesinde islam
medeniyeti blinyesinde ylizyillar boyunca olusan akli ve nakli ilimlere dair birikimin
mahivyeti, tarihi gelisimi, problemleri, literatliri ve tarih yazimi vb. konular ele alinmis;
Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin’in bu alanlardaki ¢alismalari isiginda degerlendirilmistir.

Hz. Muhammed’in (MS. 571-632) vefatinin ardindan Arabistan yarimadasinin disinda
biyiik bir cografyaya yayilan islamiyet, kisa denilebilecek bir siirede Mezopotamya,
Suriye iran, Misir ve Kuzey Afrika gibi kadim medeniyet havzalarini kapsayacak bir genislige
ulasti. Misliimanlar agisindan oldukga zorlu gegen ig siyasi miicadelelere ragmen hiz
kesmeden devam eden bu genisleme, ekonomik refahin yani sira blyiik sosyal degisim
ve donutstmlere de yol agmistir. Etkileri kiresel 6lcekte gorilecek bu degisim ve
dontstmlerin 6nemli bir boyutunu da entelektiel alan olusturmustur. Bu stlirecte,
Mislimanlar nakli bilimlerin lizerine insa edilecegi malzemenin, yani Kur’an, Hz.
Muhammed’in stinneti ile sahabe ve tabiln nesli tedvin, tasnif ve yorumlama agisindan
onemli bir mesafe kat ederken farkli kiiltiirlerle tanisma neticesinde, kendileri igin “yeni”
olan alanlarlailgilenmeye baslamislardir. Emeviler doneminde bireysel merak ve ¢abalarla
baslayan, Abbasilerle birlikte daha sistematik bir yapi kazanan “terciime hareketi”; s6z
konusu “yeni”, yani 6zel anlamiyla felsefe ile tanismanin en 6nemli araci olmustur. Basta
Yunanca olmak Uzere farkli dillerden Arapgaya terciime edilen eserler, insa edilmekte
olan kozmopolit islam medeniyetinin farkli entelektiiel ilgi ve ihtiyaclari dogrultusunda
Mislimanlar tarafindan yeniden ele alinmistir. Boylece hizla gelisen nakli bilimler
birikimine, akll ya da felsefi bilimler olarak anilan ve buglin “pozitif bilimler” denilen
bilim dallarini da igeren yeni bir ilimler kiimesi daha eklenmis oldu.

Nakli ve akli/felsefi bilimler baglaminda ortaya konulan entelektiel Griinler sayesinde
islam medeniyeti, yiizyillar boyunca insanliga yol gdstermistir. Ne var ki, gelisen modern
Bati medeniyetinin kendi ylkselisini mesrulastirmak icin basvurdugu Avrupa-merkezli
ve dogrusal tarih anlayisi; islam medeniyetinin kiiresel élcekte bilimlerin gelisimindeki
rolini, sadece medeniyetler arasi intikal ve aktarimdaki katkisiyla ve belli bir tariht
dénemle sinirlandirdi. Sémiirgecilik sonrasi islam diinyasinin icinden gecmekte oldugu
travmatik durumun da etkisiyle bu anlati bizzat Misliimanlar tarafindan da kabullenildi.
20. ylizyilin son geyreginden itibaren islam diinyasinda farkli boyutlariyla kendini gésteren
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canlanis, Muslimanlarin kendi medeniyet birikimlerini yeniden kesif yolunda da 6nemli
imkanlar saglamistir. Bir ylzyil 6ncesinde hakim olan savunmaci ve tepkisel tutumlarin
aksine daha bilimsel ve nesnel bir hal alan bu kesif cabasinin hig siiphesiz en dnemli
isimlerinin basinda Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin gelmektedir. islAm medeniyeti tarihinin
baslangicindan itibaren gelismis nakli ve akli bilimlere ait literatlirini konu edinen
Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums (GAS) adli eseriyle Prof. Dr. Sezgin, hem bilim
dallariicin yazdigi mukaddimelerde hem de islam ve tevariis ettigi Helenistik cag ilimler
tarihinin GnlG sahsiyetleri Gizerine yogunlastirdigi incelemelerini bir bilim tarihgisi titizligiyle
ortaya koymus ve modern arastirmalarin isiginda kaleme aldigi bu bolimleri yaygin
kanaatleri degistirebilecek yeni malzemelerle desteklemistir.

Birinci Uluslararasi Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin islam Bilim Tarihi Sempozyumu 83 bilim insaninin
katilimiyla gerceklesmistir. Sempozyuma diinyanin pek ¢ok tlkesinden tebligleriyle katki
saglayan bilim insanlari 6zel tesekkiiri hak etmektedirler. Sempozyumun diizenlenmesinde
maddi manevi destek saglayan, emek veren basta Onur ve Diizenleme Kurulu ile
Sekreteryamiza ayrica tesekkir etmek isterim. Bu bildiriler kitabi, Sempozyum esnasinda
sunulan tebliglerin bir seckisi niteligindedir. Toplam 38 makale yer alan kitapta Prof. Dr.
Fuat Sezgin’in Hayati ve Calismalari, Fuat Sezgin’in Bilim Tarihine Katkilari, Astronomi,
Matematik, Tip, Cografya, Doga Bilimleri ve islami Bilimler olmak iizere toplam sekiz
bolim bulunmaktadir. Bu kitap, islam bilimlerinin kurumsal boyutu; bilimler arasindaki
metodolojik iliskiler; farkli medeniyetlerin bilimsel birikimine katkisi, bilimsel aletleri ve
teknoloji triinleri ve son olarak islam bilimlerinin gelisimindeki siyasi, sosyal, ekonomik,
entelektiel, cevresel faktorleri ihtiva etmektedir. Kitap ayrica yukarida zikredilen
konulardaki yeni kesifleri ve islam bilimi arastirmalarindaki yeni ydntemleri sunmaktadir.

Sempozyumda tebligler, Tiirkce, Arapca ve ingilizce sunulmustur. Bildiri metinlerinin,
sunum yapilan dil esas alinarak kitaba dahil edilmesine dikkat edilmistir. Béylelikle islam
bilim tarihi literatlirinde mevcut olan dil gesitliliginin de kitap araciligiyla okuyucuya
aktarilabilmesi hedeflenmistir.

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Kacar
Fatih Sultan Mehmet Vakif Universitesi
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INTRODUCTION

Following the death of Turkish Science Historian Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin on June 30, 2018,
our President, Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdogan, declared 2019 as the “Year of Fuat Sezgin”. In
this context, with the cooperation of Istanbul University, Fatih Sultan Mehmet Foundation
University and the Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin Research Foundation for the History of Science
in Islam, and the support of the Istanbul Directorate of the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism, the 1% International Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin Islamic Science History Symposium
was organized on June 13-15, 2019 in Istanbul. This symposium, attended by world
science historians studying the history of Islamic science, had a long preparation phase.
Within the framework of the symposium, the nature of the accumulation of knowledge
in Islamic civilization over the centuries, its historical development, problems, literature
and historiography were discussed and evaluated in the light of Professor Dr. Fuat Sezgin’s
work in these fields.

After the death of the Prophet Mohammed (A.D.571-632), Islam spread to a large
geographical area outside the Arabian Peninsula, encompassing the basins of ancient
civilizations such as Mesopotamia, Syria, Iran, Egypt and North Africa in a short time.
This expansion, which continues unabated despite the domestic political struggles that
have been quite challenging for Muslims, has led to major social changes and
transformations as well as economic prosperity. One of the important aspects of these
changes and transformations, whose effects are be seen on a global scale, has been the
intellectual field.

In this process, Muslims began to be interested in areas that were “new” for them as a
result of meeting new cultures while studying the material on which the sciences were
to be built, namely the Quran, the sunnah of Prophet Muhammad, his companions, and
the tabi’'un generation of Muslims who followed them making an important progress
in terms of codification, classification and interpretation.

The “translation movement” that started with individual curiosity and efforts during
the Umayyad period and gained a more systematic structure with the Abbasids became
the most important tool for getting acquainted with the new “philosophy” in its specific
sense. The works translated into Arabic from different languages, especially Greek, were
re-evaluated by Muslims in line with the different intellectual interests and needs of the
cosmopolitan Islamic civilization that was being built. Thus, a new set of sciences, which
are referred to as theological or philosophical sciences and including branches of science
today called “positive sciences”, was added to the rapidly developing accumulation of
scientific knowledge.

Islamic civilization has guided humanity for centuries, thanks to the intellectual products
put forward in the context of positive and theological / philosophical sciences. However,
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the Euro-centered and linear understanding of history which the developing modern
Western civilization used to legitimize its own rise limited the role of Islamic civilization
in the development of sciences on a global scale to only its contribution in the transition
and transference between civilizations and to a certain historical period. This narrative
was accepted even by Muslims themselves as a result of the traumatic situation that
the post-colonial Islamic world was going through. Since the last quarter of the 20"
century, the revival in the Islamic world has provided important opportunities for Muslims
to re-discover their own civilizational heritage. One of the most important names of this
rediscovery effort, which has become more scientific and objective in contrast to the
defensive and reactive attitudes that prevailed a century ago, is undoubtedly Prof. Dr.
Fuat Sezgin. With his work Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums (GAS), which deals
with the literature of the positive sciences and the theological studies since the beginning
of the history of Islamic civilization, Prof. Dr. Sezgin put forward his studies with the
meticulousness of a historian of science both in the introductions he wrote for the fields
of science and in his research focusing on the important characters of Islamic history as
well as the sciences of the Hellenistic period, and supported the chapters that he wrote
in the light of modern research with new materials that may change common beliefs.

The first International Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin Islamic Science History Symposium was held
with the participation of 83 scientists. The scientists who contributed to the symposium
with their papers from many countries around the world deserve special thanks. | would
also like to thank our Honorary and Organizing Committee and our Secretariat for their
financial and moral support in the organization of the symposium. This proceedings book
is a selection of the papers presented during the Symposium. The book, which has 38
articles in total, consists of eight chapters under the titles of Fuat Sezgin’s Contributions
to the History of Science, Astronomy, Mathematics, Medicine, Geography, Natural Sciences,
and Islamic Studies. This book encompasses the institutional dimension of Islamic studies;
methodological relationships between different fields of science, contribution of different
civilizations to its accumulation of scientific knowledge, its scientific instruments and
technology products, and finally, the political, social, economic, intellectual and
environmental factors in the development of Islamic studies. The book also presents new
discoveries on the aforementioned topics and new methods in Islamic science research.

The papers were presented in Turkish, Arabic and English at the symposium. We felt it
was important to publish the texts in this book in the languages in which they were
presented, in order to convey the diversity of languages available in the Islamic history
of science.

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Kacar
Fatih Sultan Mehmet Vakif University
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